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i  THE 

P  R  E  F  A  C  E. 

H  E  following  Obfervations 
and  Complaints  of  the  ill  State 
and  Male-Brattice  ofRhyfick 
in  Great  Britain,  were  at  firfl 
intended  to  appear  in  another  T)refs ; 
and  by  way  of  Appeal  to  our  neighbour¬ 
ing  Nations ,  where  that  noble  and  necefi 
fary  Art  is  faid  to  be  exercifed  in  a  more 
regular  and  beneficial  manner .  For  By- 
flanders ,  who  are  not  heated  by  Animo - 
|  fities  and  per  final  Reflections,  who  are 
l  not  inter efied  in  a  j Debate ,  and  have  no 

I  B  arty -Quarrel  to  maintain ,  are  the  fit - 

|  tefl  Rerfons  to  examine  and  determine 
j  the  Reafonablenefs  of  the  Catife ;  and  as 
their  Rajfions  are  calmer  and  more  mode¬ 
rate ,  fi  their  T>ecifions  are  likely  to  be 
more  juft  and  equal,  and  agreeable  to 
Truth,  than  the'Sentiments  ofthofeReo - 
pie,  who  are  more  nearly  concerned .  But 
when  I  confidered ,  that  all  national 

A  i  Grievan- 
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Grievances,  ( and  certainly  the  Abu fe  of 
this  excellent  Faculty  is  a  very  great 
one ! )  ought  rather  to  be  corrected,  at 
home,  than  expo  fed  abroad  •  that  the 
Mifmanagement  and  'Difhonefly  of  ma- 
hy  Jhou’d  not  procure  the  Condemnation 
of  all ;  and  Offenders  only  Jhou’d  fujfer ; 
and  that  they  too  could  not  be  legally  re¬ 
frained  and punijhed,  but  by  the  Legi- 
fative  Towers ;  I  had  Thoughts  of  ad- 
dreffing  them  to  a  Worthy  Tat  riot,  who 
might,  in  Tarliament,  have  procured  a 
Redrefs  of  as  many  of  them  at  leaf,  as 
the  Wifdom  of  the  Nation  might  think 
worth  their  Cognizance.  Tet  conf  der¬ 
ing  how  far  that  Augufl  AJfembly  is  em- 
barrafs’d  and  engaged  in  the  more  ardu¬ 
ous  and  difficult  Affairs  of  the  Nation, 
and  likewife  the  Temper  and  Tafie  of  my 
intended  Tatron  ;  the  one  fo  exquifite 
and  difinguijhing,  that  fcarce  a  Word 
could  drop  from  the  Ten  without  the 
Terror  of  Reprehenfon ;  and  the  other 
fo  moderated,  that  had _  I  attempted  to 
make  way  for  a  favourable  Reception  by 
{the  common  Method  in  Dedications')  re¬ 
citing  but  few  of  his  real  Accomplijk- 
ments,  it  wou’d  fcarce  have  been  looked 
upon  as  a  jufl  Encomium.  I  refolved 
at  length  therefore  to  adventure  into  a 
cenforious  World  thefe  rude  Tapers, 
containing  litt le  elfe  but  Matters  of  Fact, 
as  naked  Truths,  without  any  ‘Vmbrage 
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or  ‘Defence;  and  think,  the fe  difficul¬ 
ties  prefenting ,  the  giving  my  Reafons 
for  making  no 'Dedication,  isDedication 
enough .  For  in  all  Difquifitions  about 
Truth ,  Pis  not  the  Greatnefs ,  the  Au * 
thority ,  Weight  of  the  Advocate , 

of  his  Arguments  and  Proofs,  that 
is  the  Point  to  be  minded ;  the  more 
plain  and  unadorned  his  Difiourfe  is, 
the  greater  Air  of  Veracity  it  hath . 

which  reafon  I  fhall  no  more  be  at 
the  pains  to  make  any  Apology  for  the 
loofe  Compofition  and  carelefs  Di  Elion  of 
this  P amphlet ,  than  I  fhall  think  my 
/elf  obliged  to  anfwer  the  mire  a  finable 
Cavils ,  and  loud  Clamours  that  may  be 
raifed  by  felfinterefled  and  dijhonefi 
Men  again ft  it :  Thinking  that  I  fhall  Reafom  of 

(have  fufficiently  dif charged  my  Confci-  thlsffork- 
ence,  in  detecting  their  Difhonefty,  and 
that  it  is  not  in  their  Power  to  fay  much 
in  their  own  Vindication ,  without  ex - 
pofing  more  of  their  own  Difingenuity 
andBafinefsfo  the  Judicious  efpecially , 
and  difierning  Part  of  Mankind.  Nei¬ 
ther  fhall  I  think  it  any  Reflection,  that 
others  have  offered  the  fame  Things  in  a 
better  manner ;  but  rather  as  a  Confir¬ 
mation  of  what  I  fay  ;  that  makes  what 
I  here  deliver,  appear  with  the  greater 
Force  of  Evidence . 

Though  it  mufl  be  acknowledged,  that 
Matters  go  not  fi  well  with  the  World , 

as 
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as  that  moft  Voices  Jhotid  he  on  thk  heft 
Side ;  and  fuchBer fons  as  are  Slaves  to 
their  Lujls ,  indolent ,  ignorant  and  cre¬ 
dulous,  take  up  with  the  Opinions  and 
Ways  in  fajhion  without  much  Exami¬ 
nation  ;  and  thus  are  eajily  led  on  to  their 
own  Tdifadvantage ,  and  fometimes  T)e- 
' fruition,  by  Men  of  corrupt  Minds , 
whofe  foie  Advantage  lies  in  Cheat  and 
Impofition ,  and  who ,  of  confequence , 
have  alfo  a  burning  Hatred  to  plain , 
open,  and  fair  dealing,  and  to  the 
Truth :  and  from  whom  her  friSt  eft  Fol¬ 
lowers  mu  ft  expert  to  meet  with  the  fe¬ 
ver  eft  T)fage.  The  Truths  even  of  the 
Holy  Gofpel  have  generally  been  on  the 
fujf  ering  Side.  And  when  I  fee  tloofe , 
promulged  for  the  Salvation  of  Souls , 
have  met  with  fuch  badTreatment ,  how 
can  I  expelt  that  thefe ,  of  lefs  Impor¬ 
tance ,  calculated  only  for  the  Safety  of 
the  Body ,  Jbou’d  find  a  more  gracious 
Reception  ? 

But  if  I  am  guilty  of  any  Breach  of 
good  Manners ,  in  meddling  with  other 
Mens  Morals ,  Means  cf  living ,  and  In¬ 
ter  efts,  I  am  forry  for  it.  *  And  if  in 
my  Enquiries  I  have  been  any  way  im - 
pofed  upon ,  and  led  into  Miftakes ;  or 
have  been  too  impertinent  and  tedious , 
too  clamorous  and  fever e ,  I  humbly 
beg  pardon,  and  fubmit  to  the  Correlation 
of  my  legal  Superiors ,  ajfuring  them  7 
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that  I  fpeak  no  Faljhoods 9  to  the  Left  of 
my  'Under ft anding  and  Knowledge ;  and 
as  I  had  no  Pleafure  in  finding  out ,  fo 
I  have  no  Fro  fit  in  publijhing  the  fol¬ 
lowing  diforders ;  which  indeed  have ,  2<i. 

of  long  time ,  #0  Secrets  to  Multi¬ 

tudes  of  fujfering  People,  who  have  hi¬ 
therto  complained  in  vain ,  and  groan 
under  unfujferable  Opprejfions  that  they 
won  d  gladly  get  rid  of  if  they  knew 
where  or  how  they  could  be  relieved, 
and  which  have  been  difcovered  by  many 
worthy  Phyficians  But  then  they  3^. 
have  touched  thefe  Sores  too  tenderly ; 
either  fearing  too  much  the  Refentment 
of  thofe  People,  who  would  not  have 
them  healed ;  or^  finding  it  a  difficulty 
to  fet  Men  right,  who  go  wrong  out  of 
Choice  and  Inter  eft,  furmounting  all 
their  Endeavours  ;  and  that  I  have 
no  Ends  in  giving  myfelf  and  others 
this  Trouble,  but  what  are  juft  and  ho - 
neft,  and  defigned fincerely  for  the  com¬ 
mon  Good  and  Welfare  of  Mankind . 

And  as  true  Hone  fly,  that  is,  Inte v  4*^ 
grity  of  Heart  and  Life,  is  the  fir  ft, 
the  chief  and  fundamental  Point  of  true 
Wifdom\  fo  it  is  likewife,  when  apply' d 
to  our  Occupations  and  Profejfions,  Trade 
and  Commerce ;  the  only  fare  Bafis  there - 
of>  the  mo  ft  preferable  thing,  and  to  be 
regarded  above  Gain.  On  the  contrary ; 

As  all  unaccountable  Ways  of  Live - 

1  lihood 


The  PREFACE. 

lihood,  all  Extortion  and  unreafonable 
"Profit,  are  certainly  dijhoneft ;  fit  more 
efpecially  when  the  Life  and  Health, 
as  well  as  the  Efiate  of  our  Neighbour 
is  endanger'd  thereby,  they  become  ob¬ 
noxious,  and  ought  to  be  condemned  and 
rejected  as  intolerable.  And,  as  faith 
a  grave  and  learned  *  Author,  ‘‘  There 
‘  ‘  are  jujl  Reafons,  why  Men  that  are 

“  notorious  for  any  Vice  or  Crime  flood’d 

be  expo  fed  and  reprefented  as  they  de-  : 

“  ferve,  not  only  to  prevent  others  from 
“  falling  into  their  Hands,  and  fuffer- 
“  tng  h  their  Wickednefs ;  but  that 
“  they  may  undergo  that  Shame  and Re- 
“  proach ,  which  ever  muft  be  the  Por- 
‘  ‘  tion  of  ill  Men  ”. 

To  pretend  to  put  a  flop  to  male  Pra¬ 
ctice  in  Phyfick,  is  a  bold  Undertaking  : 
and  notwithfianding  it  may,  for  thefe 
Reafons,  appear  very  necejfary  and  com¬ 
mendable  to  fome-,  yet  as  it  may  be 
thought  by  a  prevailing  Majority,  to 
proceed  rather  from  Spite  or  Difgufl 
than  Hifcretion,  it  may  chance  to  ruin 
him  that  will  he  fo  hardy  as  to  attempt 
it. 

But  fince  I  am  induced  to  lay  open  the 
Faults  and  Frauds  of  it,  for  the  fake  of 


*  Et  ft  ad  honeftatem  nati  fiimus,  ea  ant  fola  expe- 
tenda  eft,  aut  certe  omni  pondere  gravior  eft  haben- 

da,  Tull 
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Juflice  and  Charity  itfelf ;  let  the  E - 
vent  be  what  it  will ,  I  refolve  to  per- 
fever e  in  this  honeji  D i ( quiflt ion ,  tho 9 
/  nothing  thereby ,  that  Teace 
of  Mind ,  proceeds  necejfarily  from 

the  Reflection  that  I  have  done  my  'Du¬ 
ty. 

The  mofl  innocent ,  well  as  the  mofi 
ferviceable  and  befl  Tarts  of  a  Man9s 
Life ,  are  frequently  mi  funder  flood,  and 
highly  cenjured.  Tety  becaufe  I  know 
my  Intentions  are  founded  upon  a  good 
Bottom ,  I  may  f  ill  hope  that  they  will 
difcover  themfelves ,  <2^  juftified  by 
all  in  the  Concluflon:  Being  fat  is  fled 
that  what  I  Jhall  deliver  hath  Truth  on 
its  Side ,  ( fo  far  as  I  am  able  to  come  at 
the  Knowledge  thereof )  which  is  the 
befl  Tatron ;  and  under  that  ^Protection 
I  leave  it. 
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SECT.  I. 

aving  gone  thus  far  by  way  Obje&ioni 
of  Preface,  I  ftill  find  that  I  am  arifwered* 
obliged  to  remove  an  Objection 
or  two  that  lye  againft  rnyfelf^ 
before  I  proceed  far  in  thofe  that 
I  fhall  offer  againft  the  Men  that 
abufe  this  Noble  Science  j  and  likewife  to 
premife  fomething  of  the  Difficulty  to  attain 
a  competent  Knowledge  in  it.  There  are 
fome  inquifitive  People,  who  will  needs  know 
how  I  came  by  thefe  difmal,  ill-natured 
Accounts  of  the  Male-Adminiftration  of  Phy- 
fick  ?  To  whom  I  reply:  Dear-bought  Expe¬ 
rience,  the  moft  faithful  Informer,  hath  for 
the  moft  part  (tho*  I  muft  acknowledge  fome 

B  z  things 
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things  are  taken  upon  Truft  and  Narrative  5 
but  then  of  fuch  Perfons,  whofe  Infight  and 
Veracity  I  efteemed  altogether  equal  to  my 
own  Knowledge)  hath,  I  fay,  led  me  into 
thefe  fad  Secrets.  For  being  a  Piece  of  a  Phy- 
lician  myfelf,  who  have  had  a  liberal  Educa¬ 
tion  in  one  of  our  own  celebrated  Univerfi- 
ties,  and  performed  (tho5  perfunctorily  I  muft 
confefs  with  CompunCtion)  ail  the  Exercifes 
there  required  to  be  done  for  the  laft  Degree 
that  a  Student  can  be  honoured  writh  in  that 
Academy  ;  who  have  fpent  fome  Years  in  the 
Wholefale  Apothecaries  Shops  in  London , 
where  I  had  an  Opportunity  of  examining  in¬ 
to  their  adulterate  and  deadly  Compofitions, 
of  feeing  too  many  of  their  unfaithful  Dif- 
penfations  ;  and  have  been  a  Practitioner  of 
above  twenty  Years  Handing,  (for  fome  time 
in  the  Country,  but  for  the  major  Part)  in 
this  grand  Metropolis,  and  confequently  could 
not  well  avoid  being  not  only  Ear,  but  more 
frequently  an  Eye-witnefs  of  thofe  horrid 
Practices^  (as  one  ingenuous  and  faithful  Apo¬ 
thecary,  who  could  hardly  ever  be  prevail  d 
upon  to  leave  his  proper  Bufinefs  in  his  Shop, 
to  intrude  into  the  lick  Chambers,  was  ufed 
to  call  them)  that  introduce  fuch  vaft  Swarms 
of  impudent  Empiricks  into  Credit  with  the 
unthinking  Multitude,  and  unwary  People; 
and  difcourage  and  difgrace  the  true  Phyfici- 
ans,  as  well  as  deprive  them  of  their  juft 
Rights,  and  lawful  Emoluments. 

And  here  I  need  not  defcend  to  Particu¬ 
lars  ;  this  whole  Difcourfe  being  intended 
aeainft  thefe  ignorant  Pretenders  to  this  learn¬ 
ed  Art  in  general,  fome  of  their  ^qualifi¬ 
cations  will  neceflarily  occur  in  every  Para* 
graph  :  But  for  Shew  of  fome  Method,  I  chute 
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to  fpeak  to  the  Formalift  in  the  firft  place.  The 
And  it  is  eafy  to  demonllrate,  that  he,  who  lr  con 
is  merely  fuch,  and  that  takes  *ali  for  granted 
that  he  finds  recommended  to  him  by  Authors, 

*  and  praffzfes  by  their  Schemes,  and  can  ufe 
no  other  than  their  Prefcriptions,  will  never 
make  any  thing  on5t,  never  be  a  good  and  ho- 
neft  Phyfician.  To  what  Errors  do  Men  ex- 
pofe  themfelves  through  Prejudice?  and  to  how 
many  more  through  a  blind  Submiflion  to  a 
reputed  Authority?  Doth  not  every  Day’s 
Experience  convince  us,  that  the  fame  Re¬ 
medy  applied  to  the  fame  Difeafe  may  be  fuc- 
cefsful  in  fome  Conftitutions,  and  fatal  in 
others  +  ?  This  deferves  to  be  infilled  on  more 
at  large  in  our  prefent  Subjedl ;  which,  as  I 
doubt  it  will  not  prove  very  entertaining,  I 
lhall  endeavour  to  contract  into  as  narrow  a 
Compafs  as  may  be. 

Such  Prafficers  then,  it  is  to  be  iuipedted, 
are  more  frequently  obliged  to  bring  the  Sym¬ 
ptoms  of  Difeafes  to  their  Receipts,  than  ac¬ 
commodate  their  Receipts  to  the  Difeafes. 

Such  a  Medicine-monger,  qui  medicinam  ab 
nfu  tantum  y  expermentis  novit  y  traffat,  non 
ex  caufis  natufalibus ,  who  fetcheth  his  Skill 
therein,  not  from  natural  Caufes,  but  from  his 
own  injudicious  Ufe  of  it,  and  bold  Experi¬ 
ments,  is  juftly  called  by  the  learned  Celfus  an 
Empiric.  Thofe  who  are  not  really  Mailers 
of  this  Science, but  pra&ife  barely  uponReceipts, 
and  thofe  that  have  obtained  only  Notions 
from  Books  or  Imagination,  inllead  of  a  true 

■  — —  »'■  — 

*■  Nemo  ex  libris  evafit  artifex.  ,  - 

±  Tllud  ignorari  non  oporter,  quod  non  omnibus 
gegris  eadem  auxilia  convenient :  non  eadem  omnibus, 
etiam.  in  fimilibus  cafibus  opitukntur.  Celf. 
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and  accurate  Information  of  the  Laws  of  the 
animal  Oeconomy,  will  ever  be  perplexed  in 
the  Mifts  of  Fancy,  and  be  much  more  like¬ 
ly  to  do  hurt  than  good,  by  putting  Nature 
out  of  her  way  by  the  Force  of  Ignorance. 
Such  Men  have  little  regard  to  the  Caution 
*  given  by  Afclepiades ,  That  it  is  the  Duty 
of  a  Phyfician  not  only  t6  cure  as  foon  as  may 
be,  but  to  take  care  that  his  Medicines  are 
fafe,  as  well  as  palatable;  nor  to  the  Admonition 
of  Hippocrates ,  That  the  Phyfician  be  perpe¬ 
tually  upon  his  Guard,  exert  his  utmoft  Skill 
and  Endeavours  to  do  good,  and  take  care 
that  by  his  wrong  Adminiftration  nothing  of 
barm  befal  his  Patient.  5Tis  better  to  wait, 
to  obferve,  and  give  nothing,  where  there  is 
Caufe  to  doubt,  than  venture  to  give  what 
may  prove  wrong.  And  it  were  to  be  wifhed, 
there  was  not,  by  the  great  Numbers  of  Me¬ 
dicines  flung  in  at  random,  perhaps  to  pleafe, 
or  to  amufe,  ( not  to  mention  fome  lefs  ho¬ 
nourable  Ends)  more  Deftru&ion  made,  than 
by  Diftempers  themfelves. 

Bonify  ought  And  if  any  Faculty  is  fo  far  imperfeft  in 
p  br  thji °>nli  or^°  much  corrupted  by  thofe  that  pra- 

of  the” Art" of  <^fe  ^  ^at  a  Man  mu^  be  f°rced  to  play 
Fhyftck.  little  Tricks,  and  to  make  wonderful  Preten¬ 
ces  to  thofe  things  that  are  not,  and  to  what 
he  is  utterly  ignorant  of,  to  fupport  his  Credit 
in  his  Calling  ;  and  mufttheat  other  People  not 
only  of  their  Money,  but  fometimes  of  their 
Lives  too,  that  he  may  get  himfelf  a  Liveli¬ 
hood:  certainly  that  Art,  and  the  Followers 
of  it,  ought  to  be  banifhed  from  amqngft 
Men,  to  be  fupprefled  as  a  Cheat  and  Impo- 

-  1 

*  Medici  eft,  ciro,  tutb ,  &  jncunde  curare. 
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fture.  For  the  Good  of  Mankind,  and  honeft 
Gain,  is  the  only  Bottom  (as  I  have  before 
obferved)  upon  which  every  Trade  and  Scir 
ence  is  fet  on  foot:  And  he  who  cannot  live 
honeftly,  that  is,  give  a  juft  and  fatisfadtory 
Account  how  he  lives,  fhou’d  not  be  fufFered 
to  live,  f  When  Men  diflever  Profit  from 
Honefty,  they  fubvert  the  Foundations  of  the 
Laws  of  Nature,  and  break  all  the  Bands  of 
Society  and  publick  Credit,  tfally  calls  this  a 
moft  fordid  and  corrupt  way  of  livings  &c. 
When  o.ur  Profeflion  recedes  from  this  Rule, 
and  open,  fair  Maxims;  when  it  muft  be  car¬ 
ried  on  by  Frauds,  and  grofs  Ignorance  muft 
be  varnifhed  over  with  Pretences  to  rare  Se¬ 
crets,  Noftrums ,  Philofophical  Preparations, 
&c.  then  we  ought  prefently  to  fufpedf  and 
avoid  thofe,  that  wou’d  cheat  us  of  the  moft 
dear  thing  to  us  in  this  Life,  our  Healthy 
without  being  able  to  give  any  other  Account 
of  their  Procefs,  than  what  is  wrapp’d  up  in 
fuch  unintelligible  Cant  and  Jargon.  ’Twas 
long  ago  the  Complaint  of  Hippocrates^  That 
beddufe  fuch  pafs,  with  thofe  that  diftinguifh 
no  better,  for  Phyficians,  on  account  of  their 
Want  of  real  Accomplifhments,  the  Art,  that 
is  of  all  others  moft  excellent,  is  brought  in¬ 
to  Difefteem  and  Negledt :  But  yet  fuch,  we 
fee,  commonly  are  the  moft  tenacious  and 
fecure  in  their  own  Ways.  And  as  the 
Great  Celfus  faith  of  fuch,  Verba  fnpcrejfey  de- 
effe  medendi  fcientiam  ;  how  defective  foever 


t  Pervertunt  homines  ea»  qua:  funt  Fundamenta 
Naturae,  cum  utiliratem  ab  Honeftate  fejnngunt. 
Pretio  aut  mercede  ducuntur  —  quae  fordid  i  Aim  a  qui- 
deni  eft  ratio  &  iis,  qui  ea  tenentur,  &  illis,  qui  ad 
earn  confugere  conantur.  ThU 
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they  may  be  as  to  their  real  Knowledge,  they 
are  ufually  the  mod  talkative  and  oftentatious, 
and  take  all  Occafions  to  decry  others  of  more 
Knowledge  and  Sincerity;  being  as  unwil¬ 
ling  to  introduce  Reafon  into  Phyfick,  as 
fome  are  to  admit  it  into  Religion. 
j’jxt  n  ’Tis  a  needlefs  ( as  well  as  a  too  tedious) 
for  L  tnefi  Task  to  recite  all  that  hath  been  offered  on 
Fhyfcian  u  this  Head,  by  confcientious  Phyficians,  m 
lint.  their  own  Vindication,  and  in  order  to  detect 

fuch  impudent  Impoftors.  And  it  is  a  lamen¬ 
table  Obfervation,  That  a  Phyfician,  now  a- 
days,  who  hath  been  regularly  educated  in 
one  of  our  famous  Univerfities,  and  hath  given 
reafonable  and  legal  Tells  of  his  Qualification, 
hath,  after  all,  his  Way  to  make  thro’  a  vaft 
Crowd,  and  fuperior  Numbers,  who  have  no 
Other  Support  but  fuperficial  Pretences,  back¬ 
ed  by  confummate  Affurance,  and  all  the  in- 
finuating  Arts  of  Impofition,  received  greedi¬ 
ly  by  an  unthinking  People.  The  honeft  and 
truly  inllrufted  Sons  of  &fcttlapiu$  need  not 
have  recourfe  to  fuch  Subterfuges  i  They  can, 
it  is  to  be  hoped,  give  a  P-oti ionale  of  their 


But  the  more  I  crtnfider  thefe  things,  the 
more  I  admire  how  an  Apothecary  can  com¬ 
mence  Phyfician  from  the  Doftor’s  Bills  that 
hang  upon  his  File!  Yet  this  prating  Mon- 
fter  is  produced  every  Day,  not  only  in  the 
Country  Towns,  but  the  greateft  Cities,  and 
Places  of  Wealth  and  Concourfe,  and  .with 
Impunity,  and  mod  impudently  jollies  out  ot 
place  the  modeft  Phyfician;  affuming  this 
oftentatious  Motto,  Opiferque  per  orbem  dicor. 
For  which  Prefumption  he  dd'erves  the  Fate 
of  Python  from  the  Hand  of  Apollo.  As  it  ar 

flight  Knowledge  (as  a  learned  Gentleman  ob* 
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lerves)  gathered  from  a  few  modern  Syftems, 
or  by  confulting  Difpenfatories,  and  perilling 
their  mufty  Files,  or  fpending  fome  time  in 
Hofpitals,  wou’d  fufficiently  qualify  a  Man  to 
fit  upon  Life  and  Death.  Whereas  no  Man's 
own  Experience  is  fufficient  to  make  him  a 
Mafter  of  the  Art  of  Phyfick:  He  rauft  take 
in  alfo  the  Experience  of  former  Ages,  as 
well  as  his  own.  tc  I  don’t  fee  (faith  the  a- 
€C  bove  quoted  Author)  how  any  honeft  Man 
cc  can  fatisfy  himfelf  with  a  little  fuperficial 
cc  Infpeftion  into  our  prefent  Modes  of  Fra- 
<c  (fbice,  and  negledl  the  antient  and  beft  Wri- 

ters  in  our  Profeffion”. 

Tho’ it  is  one  of  the  greateft  Difficulties  to  'Tis difficult 
find  out  proper  and  certain  Methods  of  Cure  ;  to  attain  to  the 
and  this  Difficulty  that  attends  the  Attain-  ^  ~a 

ment  of  a  competent  Knowledge  in  the  Art  g00J Phyjttian. 
of  Healing,  is  furely  fufficient  to  deter  any 
conlidering  and  juft  Man  from  invading  the 
Offices  of  it,  without  regular  and  cautious 
Inftrudtions  therein  ;  with  what  abundant  Ap¬ 
plication,  with  what  confcientious  Circumfpe- 
drion  and  Preparation  of  Mind  fhou’d  we  fet 
about  the  Duties  of  this  facred  Art,  when  we 
hear  what  the  great  and  judicious  Celfus  pro- 
nounceth  of  the  Uncertainty  of  its  Rules  and 
Precepts  f  ?  No  duns  muft  pafs  amongft 
Phyficians.  There  is  no  Infallibility  in  our 
Science.  ’Tis  fufficient  for  us  to  know  Pro¬ 
perties,  not  Textures  j  to  know  the  peculiar 
Attributes,  and  not  the  Effence  of  Things. 

God  referves  thefe  Secrets  to  himfelf,  and 
leaves  us  room  to*  admire.  ’Tis  enough  for 


%  Medicina  vix  ulla  perpetua  Prascepta  recipir, 
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us  to  know  the  Properties  of  Bodies,  without 
knowing  the  Caufes  of  thofe  Properties.  Thoa 
we  may  fearch  into  the  Gaufes  without  Of¬ 
fence,  yet  we  rarely  do  it  to  ourSatisfa&ion. 

Do  we  fatisfy  our  felves  when-  we  pretend 
to  reafon  upon  many  Phenomena  oecuring  in 
natural  Philofophy?  which  agrees,  that  Qua¬ 
lities  or  Properties,  whether  univerfal,  parti¬ 
cular,  or  occult,  may  be  difcovered,  tho3  their 
Way  of  operating  cannot  be  explained  by  us. 
And  there  are  certain  Textures  in  Bodies  we 
are  abfolutely  ignorant  of,  whofe  Qualities 
however  we  are  well  acquainted  with.  To 
inftance ;  thofe  of  the  Loadftone,  Mercury, 
Opium,  and  that  unparallel’d  Specific  *  Reme¬ 
dy,  as  it  is  defervedly  called,  the  Peruvian 
Bark,  &c.  Who  can  account  for  the  attra¬ 
ctive  Virtue  of  the  Magnet,  for  the  Flux  or 
Tides  of  the  Sea  ?  Who  can  tell  the  Ufe 
and  Nature  of  the  Stars,  any  more  than  he 
can  tell  the  Number  of  them  ?  Who  can  ex- 
plain  how  the  Accretion  and  Auction  of  Plants 
and  Animals  are  performed?  Who  can  find 
all  the  Tubes,  and  Liquors  moving  in  them, 
that  compofe  an  human  Body  ?  And  who  can 
tell  how  the  animal  and  rational  Soul  are  uni¬ 
ted  ?  It  muff  be  confefied,  we  know  no  far¬ 
ther  of  the  Union  between  Soul  and  Body, 
than  that  if  there  be  an  harmonious  Propor¬ 
tion  between  the  Fluids  and  Solids,  our  Senfes 
are  vigorous  ,  but  are  difturbed  where  they 
fail  fhort  of,  or  exceed  the  natural  Conftitu- 
tion.  As  moll,  if  not  ail  the  former  of  thefe 
things  are  beyond  the  Knowledge  of  the  Phy- 


*  Qe-iov  t<  And  the  Difcovery  of  it  was  fent  from  Hea¬ 
ven. 
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fician,  fo  the  Union  of  the  Soul  and  Body  is 
a  Secret  the  wifeft  and  mod  devout  Divine 
does  not  pretend  to  penetrate,  nor  to  explain 
the  Difficulties  that  attend  it.  But  that  the 
Body  has  an  Influence  upon  the  Soul,  and  the 
Notices  and  Conceptions  of  the  Underftand- 
ing  have  a  Tmdlure  from  the  Matter  of  which 
the  Body  is,  formed,  is  manifeft.  u  I  mud 
u  declare,  (faith  a  very  great  Man)  That  I 
cc  do  not  find  it  poffible  for  any  Perfon  to  give 
<c  fuch  an  exadl  and  fatisfadlory  Account,  as 
<c  might  be  wifhed  for,  either  of  the  Make 
cc  or  Conftitution  of  our  Bodies,  or  of  the 
cc  Difpofition  and  Relation  of  the  inward 
cc  Parts,  or  of  the  Inftruments  of  Nature  for 
cc  the  Prefervation  of  the  Individual  or  Spe- 
cc  cies,  or  of  the  Difeafes  they  are  fubjedt  to, 
“  or  of  the  moft  proper  Methods  of  Cure”. 
The  more  a  Man  fearches  into  the  mechanical 
Attempts  of  this  kind,  the  more  unfatisfied 
he  will  find  himfelf  about  them  ^  and  will 
find  reafon  to  conclude,  that  wre  may  know 
enough  for  our  general  Diredlion  what  to  do, 
but  that  the  fec'ret  Caufes  are  fo  hidden  from 
us,  as  we  have,  reafon  to  admire  the  Supreme 
Artificer  in  what  w'e  know,  and  to  adore  him 
in  what  we  do  not  know.  In  fhort,  we  know 
many  times  that  fuch  a  thing  will  have  fuch  an 
Effedl,  or  perhaps  that  fuch  an  Effect  is  pro¬ 
duced  by  fuch  a  Caufe,  but  the  manner  how  we 
know  not,  or  but  grofsly :  And  if  fuch  an 
Hypothefis  be  true,  it  is  impoffible  for  us  to 
come  at  the  true  Principles  of  Things,  or  to 
fee  into  the  Oeconomy  of  the  fineft  Parts  of 
Nature,  and  Workings  of  the  firft  Springs. 
The  internal  Conftitution  of  moft  things,  the 
fubtileft  Parts  of  Matter,  are  hid  from  us,  and 
our  Philofophy  dwells  only  in  the  Surface  of 

C  2  Nature. 


i  o  The  ill  State  of  Fhyfick 

Nature.  And  here  I  muft  fay,  as  St.  Auguftin 
once  did  of  Purgatory  +,  I  Could  never, 
cc  notwithftanding  great  Study,  attain  to  the 
perfect  Knowledge  of  thefe  things  Hence 

we  may  rightly  infer  how  dubious  our  Art  is. 

And  I  wifh  we  could  cure  with  a  fewj  and 
thofe  fimple  Medicines  only*  a  Cup  of  cold 
Water  rightly  apply’d.  And  I  Ihould  efteem 
myfelf  worth  force  Notice,  if  I  could  eftablifh 
but  a  few  Certainties  in  my  Profeflion  for  the 
Good  of  Mankind,  tho5  I  became  poor  for 
my  pains  in  the  Difcovery.  And  this  ought 
to  be  the  Aim  of  every  confcientious  PhyficiT 
an,  who  rightly  considers  the  modern  Me¬ 
thods  of  Practice  ;  and  that  one  of  the  greateft 
Uncertainties  and  Difficulties  that  he  meets 
with,  is,  how  to  be  fecure,  that  what  he  or¬ 
ders.  for  the  Sick,  fhall  be  truly  prepared.  For 
tho5  he  prefcribe  never  fo  delicate  and  perti¬ 
nent  a  Medicine,  yet  he  will  find  it  is  in  the 
Vid.  SeB.  14.  Apothecaries  Power  to  ufe  one  thing  for  ano¬ 
ther,  (and  they  are  very  dextrous  at  finding 
out  Sue  ce  dan  earns')  and  he  never  the  wifer, 
till  he  hath  purchafed  his  Knowledge  and  Ex¬ 
perience  with  the  Lofs  of  his  Patient,  or  cetr 
tainly  of  his  own  Reputation. 


S  E  C  T.  II. 

The  Quail-  T  Tavin  g  given  thefe  Hints  of  the  Diffi- 
f cations  of  4  J~j[  culties  that  attend  the  Study  ofPhyfick, 
hyftcian.  ^  many,  who  prefume  to  in- 


4  £go  certe  n fq  ue  ad  hoc  tempos,  cum  inde  fata- 
gerpm,  ad  eorum  indaginem  pervenire  non  potui. 
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trude  themfelves  into  the  Practice  of  it ;  it  may 
not  be  altogether  impertinent  to  delineate  a 
true  Phyfician,  to  fhew  what,  amongfb  all 
thefe  Uncertainties ,  is  abfolutely  neceflary  for 
him  certainly  to  know  3  and  what  muft  be  his 
real  Qualifications  and  Accomplilhments.  And 
though  I  have  infinuated  how  dark  and  uncer¬ 
tain  all  phyfical  Knowledge  is,  that  the  Pro- 
.  feflors  thereof  oftentimes  lofe  themfelves,  and 
wander  they  know  not  where  3  they  feek  the 
Depth  of  natural  Caufes,  the  Change  of  the 
Elements,  the  Impreflions  of  the  Air,  the 
Motions  of  the  Celeftial  Bodies,  of  the  Pla¬ 
nets,  and  their  Proportions  and  Influences; 
they  fearch  the  Mines  in  the  Bowels  of  the 
Earth,  and  dive  into  the  Bottom  of  the  Sea ; 
they  difleft  the  Body  of  Man,  look  into  the 
Womb,  and  enquire  into  the  Manner  and 
Caufes  of  his  Procreation  and  Nutriment, 
Prefervation  and  Decay  3  follow  the  Food  from 
the  Mouth  to  the  Stomach,  and  the  Chyle  from 
thence  to  the  La&eal  Veflels,  and  their  Infer- 
tion  into  the  Veins  3  they  fearch  the  Glands, 
and  trace  the  Arteries  and  Nerves,  that  they 
may  know  the  Veflels,  and  the  Liquids  and 
Fluids  moving  in  them,  of  which  the  human 
Fabrick  is  compofed  3  that  we  call  Blood,  and 
animal  Spirits.  And  fo  they  go  on  till  they 
lofe  themfelves,  their  Sepfes,  all  ocular  De- 
monftrations,  and  can  find  nothing  but  the  un- 
fearchable  Works  of  an  Omnipotent  Creator. 

Yet,  I  fay,  it  is  in  the  firft  place  neceflary, 
that  the  Student  in  Bhyfick  make  himfelf  very 
well  verfed  in  natural  Philofophy  3  for  it  is 
generally  remarked,  Ubi  dcfinit  Pbilofophus ,  in- 
cipit  Medicus  3  and  he  that  will  undertake  the 
Art  of  Healing,  muft  underftand  not  only  the 
general,  but  alfo  the  particular  Subjedts  there- 
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of ;  not  only  the  found  Frame  of  an  human 
Body,  but  the  Difeafes  thereof,  and  thofe 
Remedies  that  are  indicated  from  the  Caufes 
and  Symptoms  of  them.  Hence  we  infer,  that 
he  muft  underftand  Anatomy,  which  fhews 
him  the  Figure,  Pofition,  and  Ufe  of  every 
Part  of  our  Bodies,  as  they  are  in  their  natural 
State  of  Health.  Secondly ,  Pathology  and 
JBtiology,  which  treat  of  the  Difference, 
Caufes  and  Symptoms  of  all  Difeafes.  Sthird - 
/y,  Phyfiology,  or  the  Knowledge  of  fimple 
Medicines,  that  are  fupply’d  to  us  by  Nature  $ 
and  this  alfo  fheweth  the  Strength  and  Virtue 
of  each  Medicament.  He  muft  underftand 
Pharmacy,  both  Galenical  and  Chymical  ;  he 
muft  know  Herbs  and  Drugs,  and  all  the'Spa- 
gyrical  Preparations  of  them  ;  that  by  knowing 
how  to  mix  Simples  in  a  juft  and  right  Pro¬ 
portion,  he  may  prepare  compound  Medicines 
to  fupply  the  Defers  of  the  fimple.  Thus 
an  expert  Phyfician  fhould  not  only  very  well 
know  the  containing,  but  the  contained  Parts 
alfo  of  an  human  Body;  and  be  well  verfed 
in  the  Caufes  *  and  Symptoms  of  all  Diftem- 
pers.  He  muft  know  the  Virtues  and  Strength 
qf  all  Medicines,  fimple  and  compound,  and 
how  to  apply  them  feafonably ,  and  in  due  Pro¬ 
portion.  Hie  labor ,  hoc  opus :  An  hard  Task 
truly!  and  enough  to  difeourage  the  young 
Student,  who  may  have  reafon,  upon  this 
fhort  View  of  his  tedious  Undertaking,  to 
apply  the  f  Words  of  the  great  Father  of 

*  Pertinetad  rem  omnium  Proprietates  nofcere  non 
credunt  poffe  eum  fcire  quomodo  rnorbos  curare  con- 
veniat,  qui  unde  hi  fint  ignoret.  Celfus. 

t  lO  rt  yC  liyvw  (MtKph,  0  q  Kcufoi 

«  5  frpcf.xsp)',  w  je  &c.  Vita  brevis, 

ars  longa,  occaiio  celer,  experimentum  periculofum, 
judicium  difficile,  && 
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the  Faculty,  who  complained  that  the  whole 
Life  of  Man  was  too  fhort  a  time  for  his  Ac- 
complifhment  in  this  Art.  And  hence  too  we 
may  very  juftly  conclude  with  the  learned 
Cel/its ,  That  of  all  Men  living  a  Phyfician 
has  need  of  the  higheft  Wifdom  and  Confide- 
ration :  That  every  thoughtlefs  Animal  is  by 
no  means  capable  of  the  Pradice  of  this  noble 
Art,  that  is  intrufted  with  the  Superinten¬ 
dence  over  the  Health  and  Life  of  Man.  The 
Empiricks,  fays  he,  contend,  that  the  Search 
into  the  Procedure  of  Nature,  and  the  dark 
Caufes  of  Things,  was  needlefs  j  fince  it  was 
hot  of  ufe  to  know  what  might  bring  on  a 
Difeafe,  but  what  would  take  it  off.  But  the 
learned  and  more  rational  Praditioners  werg 
firmly  perfuaded,  that  it  was  not  poffible  for 
any  one  to  know  in  what  manner  to  fet  about 
the  Cure  of  Diftempers,  who  was  altogether 
unacquainted  whence  they  proceed  ;  and  *  that 
he  alone  could  do  that  with  Succefs,  who  had' 
throughly  informed  himfelf  of  the  Caufes  of 
them.  In  the  ancient  Days ,  thefe  were 
thought  the  Qualifications  generally  neceflary 
to  the  Faculty.  But  methinks  a  Chriftim 
Phyfician  requires  fomething  more  in  his  Com- 
pofition ;  and  that  he  ought  not  oniy  to  be 
Mafter  of  all  thefe  Arts  and  Sciences,  but  de- 
ferve  alfo  this  Commendation  wherefoever  he  The  Acccm- 
appears,  VIZ.  fUJhments  of  a 

Vir  eruditus ,  fobrius ,  urbanas ,  clemens ,  mo-  good  Fhyftaan' 
ribus  integris ,  affiduus ,  faUx,  Deo  fret  us ,  non 
audax ,  non  avarus. 


*  Eum  vero  re&e  curaturiim,  quern  prim  a  orrVo 
calif®  non  fefellerit. 
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Thefe  ten  excellent  Endowments  being  re- 
quifite  t©  denominate  a  good  Phyfician,  it  can’t 
be  juflly  fuppofed  that  he  can  fo  well  attain 
the  fame  by  any  other  Means,  as  by  a  liberal 
and  pious  Education  $  and  without  going 
through  a  regular,  careful,  and  well-diredted 
Courfe  of  Studies. 


SECT.  Ill 
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Vifcourage-  A  N  D  this  leads  me,  in  the  next  place* 
menu  to  finely  x~\  to  take  notice  of  fome  Difcouragements 
Thyfick  in  Ox-  to  young  Gentlemen  to  enter  upon  this  Facul- 
^°rc1,  ty,  in  Oxford  efpecially.  In  that  they  are 

obliged  to  take  the  Degrees  of  Batchelor  and 
Mailer  of  Arts,  before  they  can  there  be  ad¬ 
mitted  upon  the  Phyfick  Line  y  and  mull  then 
take  the  Degree  of  Batchelor  of  Phyfick  (and 
that  after  ten  Years  Relidence)  before  they 
can  be  qualified  regularly  to  hear  the  publick 
ProfelTor  ;  which  too  they  mull  do  for  full 
four  Years  longer,  and  be  alfo  full  fourteen 
Years  Handing  before  they  can  commence  Do¬ 
lors.  This  tedious  Continuance  in  the  Uni- 
verfity,  as  well  as  the  Exercifes  for  thofe  four 
Degrees,  can’t  but  be  attended  with  abun¬ 
dance  of  Charge  and  Trouble.  But  whilll 
they  fee,  in  the  mean  time,  their  Brethren  at 
Cambridge  take  their  Degree  of  Batchelor  of 
Phyfick  at  feven  Years  Handing  ;  and  after 
that,  not  be  obliged  to  Refidence  y  and  at  ten 
Years  Handing  put  on  their  Dodlor’s  Gown : 
tho’  their  Time  fpent  in  the  Univerfity  is  no 
longer  than  that  required  for  the  Degree  of  a 
Batchelor  of  Phyfick  in  Oxford ,  and  their 
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Tefts  of  Probation  no  more  expenfive  nor  The  -Degree 
difficult  than  his.  The  Preference  indeed  is 
rather  his  Due  upon  thefe  Accounts,  when  it  forcj}  tanta- 
is  confidered  that  he  takes  three  Degrees ,  mount  to  that 
performs  the  Exercifes  required  thereto,  and  cf  Doftor  m 
is  confequently  at  a  far  greater  Expence  0f  Gambrzuge. 
Money,  and  the  fame  of  Time,  as  they  are  at 
for  their  Completion,  or  taking  their  Doctors 
Degree:  To  which  if  the  Oxford  Gentlemen 
proceed,  as  they  take  more  Degrees,  fo  are 
they  in  proportion  at  far  greater  Charges. 

And  what  is  far  more  aggravating,  when  they 
fee  People,  that  are  bred  in  private  Academies, 

(and  thence  removed  to  Padua^  Leyden ,  or  £/- 
trecht ,  to  Edinburgh  or  Glafcow ,  where  in  lefs 
than  four  or  five  Years  Space  they  {hall  be 
dubFd  Dodlors)  intrude  themfelves  into  Plai¬ 
ces  of  Refort  and  Pradlice,  and  by  the  un¬ 
thinking,  major  Part  of  Mankind  be  caref- 
fed,  and  preferred  before  our  home-bred  Ph.y- 
ficians,  merely  for  their  Pretences  to  more 
Skill  acquired  by  a  foreign,  though  a  much  Regular  and 
cheaper  and  fhorter  Way  of  Education  :  They  home-bred  Hy- 
cannot,  I  fay,  help  being  affedled  with  fome 
Uneafmefs  and  Difguft,  to  fee  themfelves  thus 
unjuftly  obviated  in  their  Pretences,  and  poff> 
poned. 

And  as  theUniverfities  of  other  Nations  are 
to  be  blamed  for  crowding  in  upon  us  fuch 
Clufters  of  mere  Novices,  (or  rather  our 
Laws  for  fuffering  them  fo  to  do  ;)  fo  are  our 
own  for  not  better  regulating  their  Methods 
of  Study,  and  not  making  the  Degrees  of  Phy- 
fick  lefs  expenfive.  It  might  be  more  advan¬ 
tageous  for  the  Oxford  Students  in  this  Art,  if 
for  the  two  firft  Years  they  apply’d  themfelves 
to  the  Study  of  Logick,  moral  Phjlofophy, 

Politicks,  aliifqv.e  humanioribus  Uteris ,  &c, 
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and  for  five  more  they  fhould  not  only  hear 
the  publick  Lectures,  but  the  ProfelTor  lhould 
diredt  the  Courfe  of  their  Studies ;  and  by 
taking  them  with  him  into  the  lick  Chambers, 
fhould  inform  them  how  to  apply  the  Theory 
in  their  Practice;  and  not  fuffer  the  young 
Men  to  go  on  in  their  own  injudicious  Me¬ 
thods  before  they  commence  Batchelors  of 
Phylick :  Which  fhould  be  at  feven  Years 
Banding ;  and  after  that  time  fo  Bridl  a  Re- 
fidence  fhould  not  be  infilled  on :  and  at  ten 
Years  Banding  they  might  alfume  the  Scarlet, 
having  firB  performed  all  the  Exercifes  for 
the  feveral  previous  Degrees,  as  by  the  Sta¬ 
tutes  are  now  required,  as  well  as  for  that; 
and  being  Bridtly  examined,  as  to  their  Pro- 
ficience  and  Knowledge  in  all  the  feveral  afore¬ 
mentioned  neceffary  Qualifications. 

But  our  publick  ProfelTors  (whether  thro3 
Negligence  or  Want  of  fufficient  Salaries  to 
encourage  them)  feem  very  indifferent  how 
the  publick  Exercifes  are  performed ;  and 
give  themfelves  no  trouble  in  directing  the 
Students,  either  in  a  regular  and  expeditious 
Method  of  Study,  or  in  the  ufual  way  of  Ap¬ 
plication  of  Medicines,  and  the  Rules  of 
Pra<Bice.  Or,  if  this  were  too  much  for  our 
ProfelTors  to  undertake,  a  Catalogue  of  Au¬ 
thors  they  might  readily  exhibit  ;  and,  out 
of  Confidence,  fcrutiny  and  examine  more 
narrowly  into  the  Abilities  of  thofe  they  prefent 
to  their  Degrees  in  this  Faculty:  Or,  furely 
there  Teems  great  need  of  fome  other  able 
Men,  who  lhould  be  appointed  to  try  and 
judge  who  are  fit  to  prefcribe  and  adminiffer 
Phyfick,  before  they  are  ralhly  admitted  to 
Practice. 
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SECT.  IV. 

FO  R.  certainly  the  Law  of  Nature,  and  uftlgmMm 
well  ordered  Commonwealths,  do  re-  \ut  w}mt  they 
quire,  that  every  ignorant  Man  who  thinks  are  bred  up  to* 
himfelf  skilful,  fhould  not  play  the  Phyfician,  vic}*  §•  H> 
left  he  kill  Men.  Formerly  in  England  any  1^t  I?’ 

Man  might  ufe  what  Trade,  and  as  many 
Trades  as  he  could :  But  in  time  the  Publick 
being  damnified,  and  Trade  in  general  injured 
by  this  Liberty,  fuch  Perfons,  and  thofe  that 
followed  Occupations  to  which  they  were  not 
bred,  wrere  firft  reftrained,  St  at.  37  Ed,  3. 
and  again  by  St  at.  $  Eliz.  under  a  Penalty. 

This  Law,  that  a  Perfon  fhould  not  employ 
himfelf  in  any  other  Bufmefs  than  what  he 
was  bred  to,  was  made  to  encourage  Skilful - 
nefs ,  and  that  Youth  might  be  regularly  brought 
up  in  fome  lawful  Trade.  And  the  fame  Rea-  How  an  un~ 

fon  holds  good  with  refpeft  to  the  exercifing  ^kmfPbJlk 
the  Faculties  in  the  liberal  Sciences ;  And  we  jjJ0Uu  be  pi- 
have  Academical  Statutes  made  accordingly,  nijhed. 
which  fay,  That  thofe  that  are  not  qualified 
as  there  directed  *,  fhould  be  punifhed  as 
Rioters  and  Breakers  of  the  Peace.  But  they 
are  not  much  regarded,  out  of  the  Univer- 
fity  efpecially,  to  the  great  Injury  of  Phyfi- 
cians.  And  thus,  or  worfe,  all  Quacks  cer¬ 
tainly  deferve  to  be  treated.  For  if  they  can  Vid.  §.  14, 
pradlife,  and  get  the  Bread  of  learned  Phyfi-  v^*  §• I2* 
cians,  who  have  fpent  many  hundred  Pounds, 
and  fo  many  Years  Labour  and  Study ,  nay, 
many  of  them  the  moft  vigorous  and  adlive 


*  Sicut  Perturbator  Pacis  puniatur* 
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Parts  of  their  Lives,  to  obtain  thefe  Privileges, 
to  what  purpofe  is  it  to  ftudy  Phyfick  in  our 
Univerfities!  This  doth  but  prejudice  them. 
They  fpend  their  whole  Fortunes  to  obtain  a 
Degree,  and  a  Diploma  *,  or  Power  and  Au¬ 
thority  to  exercife  their  Faculty  all  over  the 
Kingdom,  &c.  and  then  have  the  Mortifica¬ 
tion  to  fee  an  Apothecary,  a  Surgeon,  a  poor 
Vicar,  an  idle  School  matter,  a  drolling  Stage- 
Player,  a  Tooth-drawer,  a  Pickpocket  (for 
Reafons  bed  known  to  themfelves,  fometimes 
leaving  their  proper  Stations,  and  mounting  a 
Jointdool,  as  others  a  fpotted  Horfe)  cum 
mult  is  aliis ,  afiume  his  Title  and  Dignity  of 
Degree,  invade  his  Province,  and  take  his 
Gain  or  Premium! 

I  wifh  I  have  not  in  this  Remark  upon  the 
irregular  Methods  taken  in  the  Study  of  Phy¬ 
fick  in  the  Univerfities,  difcovered  a  vicious 
Ferment  in  the  Stomach,  that  makes  the  Mo¬ 
ther’s  fweet  Milk  turn  fowre,  and  unfit  forD'i- 
gedion ;  and  in  my  Advice  for  the  rectifying 
the  fame,  fhewn  my  Inability  to  propound  any 
thing  that  may  may  tend  to  the  Advantage  of 
the  Faculty  ,  and  can  only  hope,  that  my 
Willingnefs  to  do  them  Service  may  not  be 
rejeCted  with  Indignation  and  Contempt. 
Indeed  I  know  but  little  5  but  that  little,  that 
Mite,  I  am  ready  to  communicate.  ’Tis  a 
vulgar  Proverb,  Every  Fool  can  find  a  Faulty 
hit  many  wife  Men  can't  mend  one  :  Yet  he  is  a 
weak  Phyfician  indeed,  that  can  difcover  a 


*  Liberam  Tibi  tenore  prsefentium  concedimus 
Poteflatem,  &  Facnltatem  prafticandi  in  medicina, 
ea  omnia  faciendi,  quae  ad  earn  fpedant  Faculta- 
tem,  ubivis  per.  univerfum  Angliae  Regnum,  in  per- 
petuum  dpraturam,  &c,  Vid.  §•  12. 
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Malady,  but  cannot  apply  the  fmalleft  Reme-  'TjstheVu- 
dy.  And  what  the  great  Celfus  faith  in  reipedt  O'  °f  €™ry  ko¬ 
to  healing  the  Body,  I  may  too,  in  order  to  ”eJt  a  ^  ^ 
the  Relief  of  the  Tick,  politick  State  of  our  growivgEviJs. 
Faculty,  Satins  eft  anceps  experiri  auxilinm , 
quam  nullum:  It  is  better  to  try  a  doubtful 
Remedy,  than  none  at  all.  When  any  parti¬ 
cular  Fault  or  Grime  creeps  into  the  Publick, 
into  any  Order,  Profeftion,  or  Society  of  Men, 
every  honeft  Man  ought  to  think  himfelf  obli¬ 
ged  to  exhibit,  in  his  way,  fome  falutary  Me¬ 
dicine  to  prevent  its  growing  epidemical,  and 
infedfing  the  Community.  For  if  it  once  get 
the  Sanction  of  a  Majority,  Cuftom  will  make 
it  a  Law.  Therefore,  as  I  proceed  to  detedl 
what  is  unjuft,  difhoneft,  and  of  mifehievous 
Confequence,  with  relation  to  any  the  moft: 
inferior  Branches  of  the  Art  of  Phyflck,  I, 
fhall  likewife  intimate  the  beft  Means  that  I 
can  think  of  to  put  a  ftop  to  our  Mifmanage- 
ments,  and  prevent  our  growing  Dangers : 

And  if  I  fail  of  Succefs,  I  hope  my  fruitlefs 
and  weak  Efforts  may  animate  fome  more  ex¬ 
perienced  and  able  Hand  to  produce  better. 

5Tis  true,  there  are  Perfons  able,  and  fome 
willing  to  reprehend  thefe  Delinquents  that 
are  found  amongft  us,  and  that  combine  a- 
gainft  us.  But  fmee  all  Endeavours  to  reclaim 
the  moft  formidable  Enemies  of  the  Faculty 
have  proved  ineffe&ual ;  and  they  have  not 
been  fo  attacked  yet,  but  that  they  have  kept 
themfelves  out  of  reach,  it  may  be  of  fome 
Ufe  to  expofe  the  vile  Arts  that  are  found  to 
be  exercifed  amongft  them.  But  before  I 
entred  into  their  dirty  Laboratories,  I  thought 
it  might  not  be  amifs  to  recolledt  fome  very 
indifferent  Treatment,  that  the  Members  of 
this  learned  Faculty  offer  to  pne  another,  and 
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the  bad  Reception  that  many  of  our  regular, 
academical  Phyficians  have  met  with  at  the 
Vid.  §.8,  io,  College  of  Phyficians  in  London ;  had  I  not 
been  pretty  well  allured,  that  the  bafe  Prafii- 
ces  of  the  Apothecaries  were  the  principal  Caufe 
of  the  Milunderftanding  that  is  fo  manifeft  a- 
mongft  thefe  Gentlemen,  who  ought  to  love 
as  Brethren  ;  and  this  in  fome  fort  obliges 
me  (if  I  would  not  a<5t  fo  prepofteroufly,  as 
to  poftpone  Caufes  to  their  Effe&s)  to  fpeak 
of  their  Difingenuity  in  the  firffc  place. 


SECT.  V. 

The  Difin-  A  N  D  it  is  notorious,  that  the  Men  of 
genuity  of  the  this  Art  are  not  altogether  fo  juft  and 

andtheiliCon-  inSenuous>  as  m°ft  °f  them  profefs  and  ought 
faiences  there-  t0  be*  They  do  not  always  prepare  their  Me- 
of. .  dicines  according  to  the  Difpenfatory  of  the 

Royal  College  ol  Phyficians  ,  but  more  fre¬ 
quently  follow  new  Methods  of  their  own, 
much  more  adapted  to  their  own  unreafonable 
Advantage ;  making  ufe  of  one  Drug  for 
another,  and  frequently  of  corrupt  Drugs,  al¬ 
though  they  hereby  endanger,  nay  quite  effe<T, 
the  Deftruftion  of  the  Medicine  to  all  Intents 
and  Purpofes,  for  which  it  was  at  tfie  firft  in¬ 
vented  and  compofed.  There  are  very  few 
Medicines  that  they  don't  adulterate,  and 
fewer  that  they  make  up  faithfully  ;  and  no 
conscientious  and  honeft  xMan,  who  fees  thefe 
Faults,  can  avoid  Complaints.  To  inftance 
in  a  few  Particulars. 

Of  Simple  I  need  not  mention  their  .Methods  to  make 
Waters.  Simple  Waters  more  infipid  than  they  naturally 
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are;  not  only  becaufe  they  are  apt  to  make 
two  or  three  fupply  the  place  of  all  the  reft, 
but  becaufe  many  of  them  have  but  very  little 
Efficacy  :  of  which  they  feem  to  be  very  fen- 
fible,  when  in  diluting  and  emulfive  Juleps, 
inftead  of  ufing  the  fpecific  Waters  therein 
prefcribed,  they  commonly  mix  up  Spring, 
or  more  frequently  Thames  Water ;  which,  The  Excel- 
notwithftanding  it  is  fo  excellent  in  itfelf,  lency  of 
that  I  have  tafted  fome  of  it  that  hath  been  Thames JVa- 
carried  to  the  Baft  Indies  and  back  again  un-  ter% 
corrupted,  is  a  notorious  Cheat  put  upon  the 
Patient,  who  pays'  an  extravagant  Rate  for 
the  fame.  An  Apothecary  in  Bijhopfgateftreet^ 
upon  a  time,  correcting  his  Boy  for  turning 
away  a  Cuftomer  that  enquired  for  Plant ane 
Water,  faid.  Sirrah!  tho3  you  could  find  ho 
Aqua  Plantaginis  in  the  Shop,  if  you  had 
ftepp’d  into  the  Back-yard,  you  might  have 
found  Aqua  Pumpaginis  enough,  and  that 
would  have  ferved  as  well.  But  whether  he, 
or  Marggrave  the  Profeffor  of  Chymiftry  at 
Leyden ,  is  moft  to-be  credited,  I  fhall  not  de¬ 
bate.  This  learned  Artift  faid,  Plant  ane  Wa¬ 
ter,  and  the  Preparations  of  it,  was  the  great- 
eft  Pehrifugium  that  he  knew  of,  either  Chy- 
mical  or  Galenical.  I  have  heard  another  A- 
pothecary  boaft,  that  he  took  ioo  /.  per  Ann . 
for  Dr.  Cole’s  Aqua  Saxonica ,  i.  e .  Spring 
|  (Water.  Indeed  little  Dependance  is  to  be 
made  upon  Simple  Waters  ;  they  ferving  on¬ 
ly  to  convey  into  the  Stomach  fome  other 
Medicine  of  more  Virtue,  that  being  nakedly 
adminifter3d  would  be  very  naufeous ;  and  the 
more  free  from  any  phyfical  Tafte  fuch  Vehicle 
is,  the  better  it  is  of  confequence.  But  then 
if  Fountain  Water  is  made  ufe  of  for  this 
1  purpofe 


22 


The  ill  State  of  Thyfick 


Of  Infttftons. 


purpofe  that  God  fends  gratis ,  why  ffiould  the 
-fordid  Apothecary  take  Money  for  it ! 

Teas  or  Infufions  of  many  of  the  Herbs 
that  the  common  Simple  Waters  are  diftilled 
from,  may  be  made  ex  tempore  $  and  as  fuch 
are  more  efficacious  than  the  diftilled  Waters, 


fo  they  are  not  more  ungrateful  to  the  Pati¬ 
ents  weak  Stomachs,  who  may  readily  prepare 
them  themfelves  by  the  Phyfician’s  Directions, 

-  and  fave  the  Charges  that  the  Apothecaries 

would  otherwife  put  them  to.  Mr.  Smith ,  in 
his  compleat  Body  of  Diftilling,  faith.  That 
the  Surfeit  Water  made  by  Infufion  in  the  beft 
Brandy  is  fuperior  to  any  other  that  is  diftilled  $ 
and  feems  much  to  favour  this  way  of  prepa¬ 
ring  Compound  Waters.  Indeed  there  are 
fo  many  of  them  adulterated  in  Diftilling, 
that  it  would  be  too  tedious  to  remark ;  and 
how  many  of  the  Ingredients,  Herbs,  Roots, 
Seeds,  &c.  that  ought  to  be  put  into  them, 
are  omitted. 

Of  Com-  How  defirable  is  it  to  have  our  Compound 
found  Waters,  Peony  Water,  Wormwood,  Treacle,  Plague, 
Spirits,  &c.  Cinnamon,  and  Bryony  Waters,  £3c.  drawn 
off  with  the  beft  French  Brandy  only,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  laft  London  Difpenfatory  of  1721. 
(wherein  many  ufelefs  Medicines  that  were 
crept  into  former  Difpenfatories  are  reje&ed, 
and  the  neceftfary  ones  made  up  after  a  better 
manner.)  But  inftead  of  French  Brandy,  our 
Apothecaries  make  ufe  of  EngliJJj  Malt  Spirits, 
and  efteem  and  boaft  thefe  Medicinal  Waters 
very  extraordinary.  Good  indeed, if  they  ufe  Mo- 
loffiis  Spirits  in  the  preparing  of  them ;  yet 
they  charge  as  much  for  them  when  retaled  out 
by  the  Ounce,  or  in  Cordial  Juleps,  &>c.  as  if 
they  were  made  with  the  beft  Nantz.  Tho’ 
were  thefe  Wholefale  Dealers  content  with 
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the  Profits,  that  Mr.  Smith  calculates  to  afife 
from  raoft  of  their  Goods  of  this  fort,  they 
are  incredibly  great,  even  extravagant.  But, 
fays  he,  Apothecaries  will  fell  nothing  at  a 
moderate  Rate.  .  .  . 


•  1  .  ■  v  f 
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Spirits  of  Saffron,  Caftor,  Lavender  coni-  The  lmpcfi+ 
pound,  &c.  have  no  better  Fate,  with  ma-  Uovs  ?/  the 
ny  others,  (and  Tinctures  alfo)  too  many  to  ^YhkfaleA- 
enumerate.  But  thefe  laft  are  generally  pre-  ptkecaries . 
pared  by  the  Chymifts,  and  fold  by  them  to 
the  Apothecaries  3  as  alfo  moil  Salts,  Oils, 

R.efins,  &c.  And  tho’  moil  of  thefe  may  be 
difcovered  generally  by  their  Colour,  Smell, 
or  Tafte  3  yet  the  Mixture  and  Adulteration 
of  chymical  Medicines  is  fo  grofs  and  fre¬ 
quent,  that  it  is  hard  to  fay,  whether  the  Chy¬ 
mical  or  Galenical  Operators  have  juftly  luf* 
fered  moil  in  their  Reputation  3  which  is  of 
fmall  account,  if  compared  with  the  Difap- 
pointments  the  honed  Phyficians  meet  with  • 
upon  this  fcore,  and  the  Lofs  of  their  Patients 
Lives  to  boot.  And  what  but  wretched  Ava¬ 
rice  is  the  Caufe  of  ail  this  Mifchief!  For 
which  they  might  have  fome  poor  Pretence, 
did  they  fell  their  adulterate  Medicines  cheaper 
in  Proportion  :  But  on  the  contrary,  they 
keep  up  their  Prices  of  thefe  adulterate  Me* 
dicines  as  high  as  if  they  were  genuine,  efpe- 
cially  in  the  Retale  Utterance  of  them  to  the 
deluded  Patient.  And  many  of  the  Country 
Apothecaries,  and  of  the  Druggifts  too, 
know  not  when  they  are  impeded,  upon  by 
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thefe  Wholefale  Dealers  ;  or  if  they  do,  are 
no  farther  concerned  about  it,  than  to  have 
their  bafe  Medicines  at  a  Price  accordingly, 
feeing  they  take  them  off  their  Hands  with¬ 
out  any  Scrutiny,  and  their  Detection  is  fo 

Of  Chymical  eafy.  I  fhall  mention  the  Trials  of  but  two 
or  three  chymical  Medicines  for  brevity  fake. 
The  chymicai  Oils  extra&ed  from  Herbs  and 
Seeds,  &c.  are  proved  by  mixing  them  with 
rectified  Spirits  of  Wine  in  a  Vial,  and  fha- 
king  them  together  ;  the  Spirit  will  immedi¬ 
ately  be  feparated,  and  remain  clear,  as  before 
it  was  mixed,  if  the  Oil  is  true  ;  but  if  the 
Oil  is  adulterated,  it  will  become  muddy  and 
milky. 

Of  Rejin  of  Redfified  Spirit  of  Wine  will  alfo,  in  a  fmall 
Jalap.  time,  diffolve  true  Refin  of  Jalap;  but  if  it  is 
fa&itious,  and  mixed  with  common  Rofin, 
the  Spirit  will  not  diffolve  it. 

Of  Salt  of  Salt  of  Amber,  is  a  Medicine,  tho’  not 
Amber.  cheap,  yet  frequently  prefcribed,  and  as  often 
adulterated:  If  it  is  true,  re&ified  Spirit  of 
Wine  will  readily  diffolve  it;  but  if  falfe,  and 
any  way  mixed,  it  will  not  diffolve. 

Of  Liquid  There  are  three  Sorts  of  liquid  Laudanum 
Laudanum,  commonly  ufed  in  Practice.  The  liquid  Lau¬ 
danum  Cydoniatum  (of  late  not  in  fo  great  Re- 
queft)  is  afcribea  to  Helmont.  The  liquid 
Laudanum  that  is  moft  frequently  in  Ufe  is  that 
of  Dr.  Sydenham.  The  laft  Sort  prepared 
with  Tartar,  is,  I  think,  a  Medicine  of  the 
learned  Dr.  Willis.  But  let  who  will  be  the 
Authors  of  thefe  feveral  Tinffures  of  Opium, 
and  let  the  Authority  of  our  learned  College 
of  Phyficians  be  exerted  as  much  as  it  can  in 
the  Direction  of  Apothecaries  in  the  Difpen- 
fation  of  Medicines,  one  of  them  had  a  more 
concife  Method  of  making  thefe  three  Sorts 
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of  liquid  Laudanum ,  than  any  of  their  Society 
-ever  thought  of.  cc  What  does  it  fignify 
cc  (faith  he)  to  be  at  the  Charge  and  Trouble 
<c  that  the  Difpenfatory  directs,  (meaning,  I 
u  fuppofe,  Sbipton’s  Addit amentum ,  &c.)  I 
<c  have  out  of  the  fame  Glafs  as  good  of  every 
cc  one  of  the  Sorts,  as  any  is  in  England”?  I  fhall 
not  determine  how  far  this  Jhorteft  way  may 
anfwer  the  Intentions  of  all  the  three,  feeing 
the  laft  Edition  of  the  London  Difpenfatory 
gives  us  but  two  of  them  as  neceflary.  But 
I  relate  this  to  .fhew  the  Integrity  of  the  Man. 
And  now  my  hand  is  in,  I  can’t  but  give  an 
Account  of  the  Ways  another  of  thefe  Whole-, 
fale  Operators  took  to  counterfeit  fome  other 
Medicines,  for  which  a  great  Demand  is  dai¬ 
ly  made  at  the  Wholefale  Shops,  being  of  uni- 
verfal  Ufe  in  the  Retale  or  Pradlifing  Apothe¬ 
caries  Shops  throughout  the  Nation.  This 
Man  had  a  great  Trade,  and  fent  out  many 
Boxes  of  Medicines  in  a  Week  ;  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  goodly  ones,  amongft  the  reft,  to  his. 
beft  Cuftomers  both  in  Town  and  Country, 
viz. 

His  Refin  of  Jalap. 

Take  common  black  Rofin  four  Ounces, 
Gambodge  finely  powder’d  one  Ounce,  dif- 
folve  and  mix  them. 

His  Locatellus  Balfam . 

Take  Hog’s  Lard  20  lb.  Venice  Turpentine 
one  Pound,  red  Sanders  as  much  as  is  fufficient 
to  give  it  a  due  Colour. 

E  2 
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'  t  t  •  f  /"  **■  ■  K  ^ 

His  half  am  of  Tolu. 

Balfam  of  Take  the  pureft  white  Refin  twelve  Pounds* 
*To\u, counter-  liquid  Storax  eight  Ounces,  Gum-Benjamin 
*eite  '  four  Ounces :  DifTolve  and  mix  them. 

His  Syrup  of  the  fame , 

I  ,  #*•»'■'  V  V*  '  *  *  •  ••  *■ 

And  Syrup  Is  made  by  boiling  two  Ounces  of  the 
of  tie  fame,  abovefaid  Balfam  (as  he  calls  it)  in  two  Pints. 

and  an  half  of  Spring  Water  to  two  Pints : 
Strain  it,  and  add  a$  much  Loaf  Sugar  as 
will  boil  it  up  to  a  due  Confiflence,  according 
to  Art. 

For  the  honeft  Preparation  of  this  Medicine, 
and  Genuinenefs  of  the  reft,  fee  the  College 
Difpenfatory,  and  compare  them  with  this 
Man’s,  and  you  can’t  but  be  aftonifhed.  And 
this  informs  us,  viz. 

That  Refin  of  Jalap  is  extracted  by  Spirit 
of  Wine,  &c.  from  the  black,  heavy  Roots  of 
Jalap :  but  his  hath  not  a  Grain  of  Jalap  in  it  5 
and  indeed  moft  that  is  fold  is  mixed  with 
common  Refin. 

That  Local  el  his  Balfam  is  made  of  the  beft 
yellow  Wax,  Canary,  Oil  Olive,  Venice  Tur¬ 
pentine  wafhed  in  Rofe  Water,  and  laftly  a 
little  red  Sanders.  Compare  his  with  this, 
?nd  then  judge  ! 

The  Balfam  of  Jo/#,  that  he  here  pretends 
to  imitate,  is  a  true,  natural  Balm  that  comes 
from  the  Weft  -Indies,  and  from  a  Tree  faid  to 
be  like  the  low  Pine  ;  the  Bark  being  cut,  out 
flows  this  noble  Medicine. 

Inftead  of  Oils  in  his  Emplafters,  £?r.  this 
Man  frequently  ufed  ftinking  Fat,  and  rancid 
Butter.  ' 

How 
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How  merry  is  it,  to  fee  a  Roll  of  Plaifter,  Of  ptaifiers. 
enti tilled,  Oxycroceurn ,  fine  Crocoy  i.  e.  the 
Plaifter  that  takes  its  Name  from  thq  Saffron, 

&c.  that  ought  to  be  in  it,  made  up  without 
a  Grain  of  that  Flower. 

I  heed  fay  little  of  the  Apothecaries  nafty  Of  Syrup 
Ways  of  boiling  up  their  Syrups,  and  making  and  C°nfinw • 
their  Conferves  with  the  worft  of  Sugars,  be- 
caufe  not  many  of  them  are  neceffary:  But  it 
is  vexatious  to  fee  them  imitate  our  excellent, 
native  Cathartic  Syrup  of  Buckthorn,  (which  Syrup  of 
one  would  imagine  was  parable  and  cheap  Buckthorn, 
enough)  by  mixing  Gamboge  with  a  weak 
Sort  of  it,  or  with  fome  other  Syrup  of  the 
like  Colour  and  Confiftenee ;  and  thereby 
make  it  too  rugged  and  boifterous,  that  nei¬ 
ther  the  Country  Buyer,  nor  the  Phyfician, 
knows  how  to  proportion  it  in  purging  Po¬ 
tions. 

The  capital  and  grand  Medicines  (as  the  0/  Venice 
Apothecaries  call  them)  as  Mithridate,  Trea-  Treacle ,  &c. 
cle  of  Andromacbnsy  (Phyfician  to  that  mon- 
ftrous  Roman  Emperor  Nero')  Confetfio  Fra- 
caftoriiy  &c.  were  not  made  up  formerly  with¬ 
out  having  all  the  Ingredients  firft  viewed  fe- 
parately  by  the  Cenfors  of  the  College  of 
Phyficians,  with  fome  of  the  Court  of  Affi- 
ftants,  or  Wardens  of  the  Company  of  the 
Apothecaries.  But  now  they  are  daily  made 
up  clandeftinely,  notwithfhnding  they  are 
fubjedf  to  the  Scrutiny  and  Search  of  the  Col¬ 
lege  of  Phyficians  by  Law.  And  the  defective 
Difpenfation  5f  this  grand  Medicine  is  be¬ 
come  fo  far  fufpedled,  that  few  rich  People 
care  to  buy  that  which  they  think  is  com¬ 
pounded  at  home,  preferring  the  foreign  Pre¬ 
parations  of  it.  But  confidering  that  our 
Englijh  Saffron  is  the  belt  in  the  World,  and 
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our  Vipers  as  good  *as  the  Venetian ,  and  all 
the  Ingredients  are  to  be  had  here  in  Londony 
as  good  and  cheap  as  in  any  Place  in  Europe  ; 
why  fhould  our  Apothecaries  be  thus  fuffered 
to  bring  an  Odium,  and  make  the  Integrity 
,  of  our  Nation  fufpefted,  and  taint  and  poifon 
us  with  that  Medicine  that  they  call  our  prin¬ 
cipal  Alexipharmic,  as  well  as  impofe  upon 
us,  and  the  Poor  in  particular,  who  ufe  what 
is  called  Venice  Treacle  in  every  Indifpofitiori  ? 
ef  the  Com-  The  next  Medicine  in  vogue  (with  the  La- 

pund  powder  dies  efpecially,  and  what  enhances  the  Apo- 
of  Crabs C taws.  theCaries  Bills  moft  plaufibly)  is  the  Gafcozgn’s 

Powder ;  at  the  Infignificancy,  as  well  as  ex¬ 
travagant  Price  of  which,  I  cannot  but  won* 
der !  efpecially  when  I  fee  fome  People,  who 
fhould  be  better  informed,  ufe  it  to  no  Pur- 
pofe  :  (For  if  it  is  fuch  a  wonderful  *  Abfor- 
bent,  and  Alterative  in  the  firft  PafTages, 
it  ought  to  be  thrown  in  by  whole  Drams, 
and  that  frequently,  and  not  by  Scruple-Do- 
fes  ; )  and  others  fell  it  at  one  Penny  a  Grain, 
or  at  leaft  n.  a  Scruple,  becaufe  the  Bezoar 
is  intolerable  dear,  which  they  pretend  to  put 
into  it  ;  I  fay  pretend,  becaufe  they  rarely  put 
one  Grain  into  it;  but  more  frequently  make 
it  up  with  Oyfter  Shells  reduced  to  a  fine  Pow¬ 
der,  the  Juice  of  fome  Herb,  and  a  cheap  A- 
romatick,  that  may  imitate  the  Caft  and  Fla¬ 
vour  of  the  Bezoar  Stone  ;  which  is  one  of 
thofe  things,  which  are  far-fetch’d  and  dear- 
bought.  But  as  faith  i Tacitus ,  (and  alfo  f  a 
Poet)  Quce  e  longinquo ,  magis  placenta  foreign 


*  Fine  Chalk  free  from  Loam  may  anfwer  all  Ends  of 
this  Powder . 

t  —Magis  ill*  juvanr,  quae  pluris  emuntur. 

Pro- 
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Produ&ions  pleafe  beft  ;  and  the  dearer  they 
are  bought,  the  greater  Strefs  is  put  upon 
them.  And  juft  fo  it  fares  too  often  with 
modeft  Phyficians,  who  will  prefcribe  excel¬ 
lent  well  for  a  moderate.Fee,  yetlhall  be  flight- 
ly  fet  by  therefore  j  whilft  an  audacious,  and 
fometimes  impertinent  Gentleman  fhall  be  ca- 
reffed  by  the  Apothecary,  becaufe  he  deals 
much  in  this,  to  them  profitable,  Commodi¬ 
ty,  and  takes  a  Guinea,  or  two  Guinea-Fee  of 
the  deluded  Patient ,  and  becaufe  he  is  a  dear 
Do<ftor,  is  efteemed  a  good  one  in  proportion. 
As  this  Powder  hath  little  appparent  Virtue  in 
,  it,  fo  I  am  fatisfied  this  Oriental  Ingredient 
may  very  well  be  omitted  without  much  De¬ 
triment  to  thofe  that  admire  it  .*  Whofe  Foible 
is  difcerned  and  gratified  by  the  crafty  Apo¬ 
thecary,  in  like  manner  as  was  that  of  William 
Rufus ,  who  was  angry  at  his  Chamberlain  for 
bringing  him  a  Pair  of  Hofe  that  coft  3  s.  and 
yet  was  pleafed  with  a  Pair  that  were  far 
worfe,  that  he  told  him  coft  a  Mark.  But 
if  this  Powder  muft  ftill  be  retained  in  Ufe,  a 
Succedaneum  might  be  found  out  to  fupply  the 
Want  of  this  Stone,  (which  indeed  as  it  is  a 
Difeafe  to  the  Creature  out  of  whofe  Stomach 
it  is  taken,  I  cannot  think  it  any  great  Cor¬ 
dial  to  Man.)  And  thefe  Admirers  of  dear 
and  foreign  Medicines  might  be  more  inno¬ 
cently  deceived*  if  we  would  be  at  the  pains 
to  ftudy  the  Virtues  of  forae  that  are  better 
and  cheaper,  and  the  Produdl  of  our  own  na¬ 
tive  Soils.  Our  Saffron,  Verginian  Serpen¬ 
tary  Root,  the  Male  Peony  Root,  the  Vale¬ 
rians,  Root  Aron,  Arifiolochice  Rotunda ,  our 
noble  White-flower’ d  Chamomile,  Red  Field 
Poppy  Flowers,  Seeds  of  Rue,  Cardamoms, 
&c.  as  Occafion  and  Symptoms  require,  may 
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be  added  to  the  teftaceous  Powders  inftead  of 
Bezoar ;  and  then  no  Plea  could  be  admitted 
for  fo  bafe  and  extravagant  an  Impofition,  as 
is  put  upon  the  PurChafers  of  this  officious, 
impertinent  Medicine. 


SECT.  VII. 

WERE  I  to  proceed  to  every  particular 
Abufe  that  is  put  upon  the  Phyficians, 
and  the  People  of  this  Nation,  by  thefe  felf- 
interefted,  covetous  Medicine-Makers,  I  muft 
fwell  this  Differtation  into  the  full  Bulk  of  the 
College  Difpenfatory  :  But  I  fhall  fatisfy  my 
felf  at  prefent.  with  one  or  two  more,  which 
feem  to  be  the  fundamental  Caufes  of  the  In- 
creafe  of  bad  Medicines,  viz.  the  Negleff  to 
garble  all  Drugs,  and  the  Wholefale  Apothe¬ 
caries  trucking  with  the  Druggifts ;  and  both, 
of  them  furnifh  the  Pra&ifing,  and  the  Coun¬ 
try  Apothecaries. 

What  Need  is  there  of  fome  proper  Per- 
fons  being  authorized  by  Law  to  examine  eve¬ 
ry  Bale  and  Cheft  of  Drugs,  and  to  deftroy 
all  that  are  found  damaged,  corrupt,  and  un¬ 
fit  for  Ufe  j'and  that  the  Cenfors  of  the  Col¬ 
lege  of  Phyficians  fhould  examine  the  Drug- 
gifts  Shops,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  Apothe¬ 
caries  and  Chymifts :  and  that  the  regularly 
educated  and  approved  Phyficians  throughout 
the  Kingdom,  fhould  have  the  fame  Powers 
to  infpeift  the  Shops  and  Warehoufes  of  Coun¬ 
try  Apothecaries,  and  Medicine-Sellers  of  all 
Denominations,  and  to  deftroy  whatever  they 
find  unfit  for  Ufe$  and  -to  fine  alfo  fuch  as, 
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upon  legal  proof,  are  found  guilty  of  thefb 
and  fuch  like  horrid  Cheats, Adulterations  and' 
unmerciful  ExaCtions.  When  we  fee  the 
wholefale  Apothecaries  buy  ungarbled  and 
damaged  Drugs  of  the  Druggifts,  and  con¬ 
tract  with  them  to  pay  for  the  fame,  half  in  * 

Money,  and  the  other  half  in  as  bad  Medi-  The  Imp*- 
cines :  ( which  it  is  demonftrable  they  can  fitiom  of  the 
vent  again  no  way,  but  to  little  dabling  Medi-  DruggijiSy 
callers,  and  to  Country  Chaps,”)  And  when 
thofe  great  Apothecaries,  who  have  contracted  caries^ And 
to  ferve  our  Armies  and  Fleets  with  Medi-  botbfumijb 
cines, have  had  them  returned  back  upon  their  Country  Ape- 
hands,  as  altogether  ufelefs  and  corrupt,  toJ^ecarieu 
the  incredible  Damage  and  Danger  of  the  l^° 

Lives  of  the  bell  Sailors  and  Soldiers  in  the 
World  1  But  what  care  thefe  Men,  fo  they  get 
Money.  By  thefe  means  (tho5  very  deftru- 
Clive  ones  to  the  People)  they  both  (the  Drug- 
gifts  and  wholefale  Apothecaries ;  and  Chymifts 
likewife  may  be  add&dj)  difembogue  their 
Shops  of  effsete  and  corrupt  Drugs,  and  of 
falfe  and  adulterate  Medicines,  and  ail  at 
dear  rates,  confidering  their  bad  Qualities. 

Thus  they  combine  to  cheat  us  of  our  Health 
and  Wealth,  without  Controul  or  InfpeClion, 

I  wou5d  not  be  fo  exceffively  uncharitable, 
as  to  accufe  all  Apothecaries,  &c.  of  thefe 
bafe  murdering  PraClices.  For  as  the  Proverb 
hath  it,  It  is  not  every  one  can  pickle  well, 

*  It  is  to  be  hoped  all  of  them  are  not  fuch 
pickled  Rogues,  as  to  be  able  to  difguife  Medi-  ‘ 
cines  at  this  monftrous  rate.  But  thofe  who 
are  confcientious  in  the  Difpenfation  of  their 
Medicines  are  fo  few,  that  the  greateft,  moft 
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confcientious,  and  the  moft  learned  Phyficians, 
have,  by  all  imaginable  Methods,  and  at  no 
fmall  Expence,  attempted  their  Reformation ; 
and  have  endeavoured,  by  the  charitable  Con¬ 
trivance  of  a  Difpenfatory  at  their  own  Col¬ 
lege,  not  only  to  prevent  the  adulteration  of 
Medicines,  when  ail  other  ways  have  proved 
ineffedlual,  but  likewife,  that  the  exorbitant 
Prices,  that  the  Apothecaries  demand  not  only 
of  the  Rich,  but  alfo  of  the  Poor,  may  be 
abated. 


j  > : 


SECT.  VIII. 


All  Apothe- 
caries ,  the  pra- 
Bifing  and  re¬ 
tale  Apotheca¬ 
ries  efpecially , 
take  infuffera- 
hle  prices  for  the 
vilejl  Medi¬ 
cines. 

See  §.  4, 

10,  12)  1$. 


N  D  this  is  the  principal  Caufe  of  the  ma- 

_  _  nifeft  Difagreement  between  the  honeft 

Phyficians  and  the  unjuft  Apothecaries  ;  and  alfo 
bet  ween  Phyficians  themfel  ves.  Of  which  I  (hall 
fpeak  more  hereafter  $  having  not  yet  difmifled 
the  ungrateful  Subject  the  unmerciful  Apotheca¬ 
ries  have  led  me  into.  Not  a  Family  is  without 
the  pra&ifiing  and  retale  Apothecaries  Bills  by 
them :  And  their  Exa&ions  may  be  eafily  dis¬ 
covered,  by  comparing  the  wholefale  Apothe¬ 
caries  and  Druggifts  Bills  or  Charges  to  them 
with  theirs.  And  the  wholefale  Man  charges 
liqui dLaudanum  at  9  d.  per  Ounce  to  the  Reta¬ 
ler;  who  fells  it  out  again  (made  up  into 
Draughts,  &c.  )  at  1  s.  for  20  Drops.  I  have 
known  it  calculated,  That  they  fell  London 
Laudanum  (  made  up  into  a  Bolus  with  a  little 
Confcrve)  at  an  100  per  Cent.  Profit :  they 
buy  it  at  5  s.  per  Ounce,  nay,  (to  come  as  near 
a§  rpay  be  to  the  Point)  they  buy  it  at  half 
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a  Farthing  a  Grain,  and  fell  it  out  at  96  — ■ 

^half  Farthings  a  Grain. 

Mr.  Smith  in  his  Art  of  Diftilling  tells  us. 

They  will  make  20  Gallons  of  Plague  Water, 
at  2/.  9  s.  4  d.  prime  Coft:  and  they  fell  it 
out  again  wholefale  at  8  /.  that  is,  at  8  s.  per 
Gallon,  nay  at  12  s.  per  Gallon,  and  retale  at 
2  d.  an  ounce,  or  21  s.  and  4 d.  per  Gallon* 

And  this  is  the  honefteft,  and  moft  reafonable 
of  their  Gains  in  things  of  this  nature.  In 
many  Articles  (to  defcend to  particulars  were 
endlefs )  their  Profit  runs  incredibly  higher. 

And  their  Pretence  for  keeping  up  the  Price 
of  Medicines  to  this  exorbitant  pitch,  is, 

Becaufe  fome  are  perifhable. 

But  the  College  Difpenfatory  of  1721.  ut¬ 
terly  deprives  them  of  this  Plea,  ordering  all 
Medicines  to  be  fo  wifely  prepared,  That  few9 
if  any,  are  perifhable  in  any  reafonable  time : 

And  of  thofe  that  are  any  way  liable  to  decay, 
they  keep  but  fmall  Quantities  by  them,  or 
make  them  extempore,  as  they  have  prefent 
occafion.  , 

Thus  their  Art  is  degenerated  into  a  moft  Their  whoU 
abominable  Grievance,  that  ever  was  fuffered  Trade,  as  now 
to  be  openly  and  continually  carried  on,  managed,  an 
in  any  the  moft  abjedt  and  corrupted  Na-  into1  erable 
tion  under  Heaven.  The  Grocers,  (out  0f 
whofe  Company  the  London  Apothecaries  were 
at  firft  drawn,  and  then  incorporated  )  even 
thofe  of  them  that  are  Retalers,  and  manyo- 
ther  honeft  Tradefmen  declare  themfelves  fatis- 
fied,  if  they  can  get  one  Penny  in  a  Shilling: 
and  are  too  frequently  obliged  to  take  up  and 
to  be  content  with  muchlefs  Profit  inCommo- 
dit  ies  of  far  greater  Value,  and  more  expo  fed  1 
to  damage  than  any  the  Apothecaries  deal  in. 

And  why  they  fhould  be  indulged  in  fuch  in- 

F  2  fufferable 
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fufferable  and  oppreflive  Demands,  andmon- 
ftrous  Profit  in 1  things  (  which  if  they  were 
good  )  of  very  little  worth,  for  thofe  Things 
that  coft  them  little  or  nothings  is  a  Thing 
utterly  beyond  riiy  Capacity  to  account  for. 

'  All  the  Efforts  of  fome  honeft.  and;  compafll- 
Onate  Phyficians  to  flop  the  Current  of  thefe 
Abtffes,-  have,'  for  ought  I  can  find,'  tended  to 
incorrigible,  no  other  End, 'than  to  exafperate  the  cove- 
tous  and  unjtift  Mortar-dnibbers  dgainft  them. 
Tho’  they  have  imitated  the  Company  ofPhy- 
ficians  at  Athens,  called  iv&tyv&i,  becaufethey 
vvou’d  take  no  Money  of  their  Patients,  they 
have  received  no  other  reward  for  their  charita¬ 
ble  Intentions  and  Practices,  than  to  be  difpa- 
Vaged  and  ill-fpoken  of,  and  to  be  obviated  in 
their  Pretentions,  and  to  be  thruft  out  of  every 
Family,  thatwou’d  give  any  credit  to  the  ma¬ 
licious  and  felf  interefted  Infinuations  of  thefe 
btinning  Men. 

■  This  male  Treatment  (no  doubt  on’t  at 
fir  ft  )  animated  the  Doctors  to  ereCt  their  Dif- 
.  -penfitories  i  That  the  Sick-Poor  having  their 
Advice  gratis,  might  be  alfo  fupplied  with  Re- 
'  medics  at  a  very  low  rate;  and  that  the 
Rich  too  might  be  fecure  of  pure  and  effectu¬ 
al  Medicines  at  a  moderate  Price;  and  the 
Lives  of  their  Patients,  and  their  own  Re¬ 
putation  in  fome  meafure  infured  to  boot. 
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AN  D  here,  I  hope,  it  may  not  be  thought  v;fpe„fato, 
an  unpardonable  Digreflion  to  infinu-  riesy  and  Inf  r~ 
ate  the  national  Advantage  of  Infirmaries,  and  ™arifs  recom~ 
Works  of  this  nature.  Which  were  theyen- 
couraged,  and  carry’d  on,  according  to  the 
firft  Intention  of  them,  would  prove  no  doubt 
noble  Benefits  to  Perfons  of  all  Conditions. 

The  College  Dilpenfatory,  I  fay,  is  an  Under¬ 
taking  worthy  of  imitation  by  thofe  Phyfici- 
ans  that  refide  in  poor  and  populous  Coun¬ 
tries,  and  are  any  way  able  to  beat  the  Charge, 
and  willing  to  be  at  the  Trouble  of  ere&ing 
a  Difpenfatory,  or  keeping  a  Clofet  of  choice 
Medicines  in  their  own  Houfes.  Anditwou’d 
be  a  great  Encouragement  to  the  Faculty,  if 
in  or  near  every  Market  Town,  there  were 
a  Phyfician  appointed,  at  a  certain  Salary  (to 
be  raifed  by  a  Parifh  Rate  or  Levy,  )  to 
attend  the  Poor  that  fhall  be  Tick:  who  fhou’d 
be  brought  and  placed  in  Infirmaries  provided 
in  every  Parifh,  (or  2  or  3  Pariflies  might  join 
their  Stocks)  for  that  End  and  Purpofe.  This 
wou’dbe  no  more  (I  dare  adventure  to  affirm, 
much  lefs )  Charge  to  the  feveral  Parilhes, 
than  they  are  now  at,  in  paying  ignorant  Pre¬ 
tenders  to  Phyfick  for  their  attendance  upon 
them,  and  their  bad  Medicines  :  and  in  Main¬ 
tenance  of  the  Widows  and  Children  of  thofe 
unfortunate  poor  Men,  that  have  fallen  into 
bad  Hands,  and  whofe  Lives  might  have  been 
preferved,  had  an  honed  and  skilful  Phyfician 
been  apply’d  to.  Moreover,  as  one  remarks, 

The  foonerDifeafes  are  taken  notice  of  (thofe 

that  are  Epidemical  efpecially  :  and  thefe  begin 

generally 


im  m  or  are  oj  rvyjiCK 


generally  and  make  their  firft  advances  amongft 
the  pooreft  fort  of  People,)  by  accurate  and 
expert  Phyficians,  the  lefs  Footing  they  will 
have,  the  Cure  of  them  will  be  the  eafier,  and 
their  Advice  will  be  rendered  the  more  effe&u- 
al.  Which  being  ufurped  by  thefe  injudicious 
Pretenders,  the  Diftempers  being  miftaken, 
or  maltreated,  become  Malignant,  Contagious 
and  Fatal.  And  the  fooner  a  poor  Man  is 
reftored  to  his  Health,  he  will  be  the  fooner 
able  to  provide  for  his  Family  ;  and  it  will  be 
a  more  efpeciai  advantage  to  the  Parifli,  if  it 
(hall  prevent  his  Death:  by  which  elfe  a  nume¬ 
rous  Family  may  be  left  helplefs  upon  their 
hands.  And  it  will  be  a  great  Advantage  to 
the  Neighbourhood  when  any  of  them  want 
a  Phyfician,  by  his  being  fo  near  to  them,  and 
he  may  afford  to  attend  them  for  much  fmaller 
than  the  prefent  accuftomed  and  extravagant 
Fees.  And  the  more  Vifits  he  makes  to  the 
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Sick-Poor,  the  greater  will  be  his  Experience, 
the  more  certain  his  Obfervations,  and  the 
more  capable  will  he  be  to  Advife  the  Nobility 
and  Gentry,  But  to  return  to  the  Matter  1 
in  hand. 

Since  this  flagrant  Perfidy  of  the  Apotheca¬ 
ries  hath  been  detected,  and  they  have  been 
frequently  reproved,  what  Reformation  h^ath 
appeared  amongft  them  ?  They  have  been  fo 
far  from  honouring  and  giving  place  to  the 
Phyfician  (  Eccluf  38. )  that  they  afpire  to  be 
equal  to  him,  to  fuperfede  and  fhoulder  him 
out  of  place  :  Telling  every  Ample  Woman, 
they  fure  muft  know  fomething  ;  they  have  all 
the  Doffors  Bills ,  thatthe  Do&orsare behold¬ 
en  to  them  for  making  up  their  Prefcripti- 
ons,  which  they  know  not  how  to  prepare  them- 
felve^i  Sc.  But  if  they  would  confider,  that 
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it  is  but  a  few  Generations  paft,that  they  were 
originally  only  Servants  to  Phyficians,  to  help 
them  to  do  the  Drudgery  and  Laborious  part 
of  their  Difpenfations  in  their  own  Houfes  .* 
and  that  others  of  them  were  culled  out  of  the 
moft  trifling  and  peddling  Part  of  the  Grocers $ 
that  fcarce  one  in  an  Hundred  of  them  at  this 
day  can  read  the  Latin  ament ,  (the  Teft 

that  they  frequently  try  Boys  by  when  offered 
to  be  their  Apprentices  0  and  that  thofe  of 
them  that  can  hammer  out  a  Phyficians  Bill, 
frequently  have  not  Ingredients,  or  commonly 
not  the  Fidelity  to  make  it  up  truly,  they 
could  not  be  fo  audacious.  That  there  were 
Phyficians  (nowftiledDoftors)  Apothecaries, 
and  Surgeons,  in  3  diftinft  Gaffes  or  Orders, 
even  as  high  as  the  Days  of  Mofes ,  fome  have 
feemed  to  prove  from  that  learned  Jew , 
Jofephus.  But  not  to  enter  into  thefe  needlefs 
Enquiries :  thefe  Men  are  fo  far  from  paying 
any  due  Deference  to  the  Phyficians,  their 
Inftruftors  and  Matters,  that  they  affume  a 
Superiority  rather  :  And  maintain  it  fcanda- 
loufly,  while  we  fee  a  learned,  poor  Phyfician 
crouching  to  them,  glofeing  over  ail  their  vile 
Impoftures,  to  be  introduced  and  kept  by 
them  in  the  good  Graces  of  a  good  Family. 
Admonition  renders  them  perverfe:  norCon- 
fcience  feems  to  have  any  check  upon  them  : 
they  perfevere  in  their  Infolence  and  Deceit 
with  the  greater  Obftinacy,  for  being  repre¬ 
hended  j  and  what  is  to  be  wondered  at,  have 
prevailed  to  have  an  Aft  of  Parliament  pafs, 
to  exempt  them  from  Parifhand  Ward  Offices  j 
&c.  That  they  may,  forfooth,  the  better  at¬ 
tend  the  Sick  ;  or  rather  invade  the  Province 
and  Property,  the  Office, Fees  and  Livelihood 
of  the  regular  Phyficians,  educated  in  our 
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Univerfities ;  and  to  whom  alone  thefe  Rer 
wards  of  our  honourable  and  ufeful  Profeffion 
do  legally  appertain.  Thos  it  is  daily  and 
r  fufficiently  proved,  how  unqualified  they  are 
to  prefcribe  Phyfick,  from  undeniable  matters 
of  Fa&,  and  the  many  fatal  Mifcarriages  which 
their  forward  Ignorance  leadeth  them  into. 
They  muft  needs  be  Empiricks,  who  pretend 
to  cure  by  Guefs,andnegle£ting  the  Reafon  of 
Things,  content  themfelves  with  bare  Expe¬ 
rience,  as  hath  already  been  halted  $  and.  it  is 
but  too  manifeft  they  do  fo ;  and  for  the  mpft 
Part, either  for  want  of  Learning, or  by  the,  very 
Method  of  theirEducation  in  their  Shops,  can 
better  vouch  Pradlice  for  their  Warrant,  than 
\  Warrant  for  their  Practice  5  while  they  juftify 
their  Proceedings  by  no  other  Authority,  than 
this  or  that  Dottors  Bills  upon  their  Files. 
But  how  come  they  to  be  fuch  cpmpetent 
judges,  That  the  Diftemper,  the  Symptoms, 
and  Conftitution  of  the  Patient,  for  whom 
thefe  Recipes  were  originally  prescribed,  and 
their  new  Patients  Diford  ers,  6 3c.  are  the  fame  ? 
I  have  feen  this  Quere  anfwer’d  in  the  Nega¬ 
tive  by  a  merry  Poet  $  fays  he, 

N6,  their  pretended  Skill’s  a  dangerous  Cheat, 
To  bubble  thofe  that  want  both  Health  and  W it. 

Do  we  not  fee  many  young  Fellows  amongft 
them  adminifter  Phyfick  ( to  thofe  that  are  as 
ignorant  as  themfelves  )  before  they  know  how 
to  prepare  it  :  and  fometimes  kill  Men  with¬ 
out  being  called  to  an  Account  for  it  ? 
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SECT*  X. 

THEY  have  dari-ied  Matters  with  fuch  an  TheApotU* 
high  hand,  as  to  put  the  Members  of  caries abufeths 
the  College  that  Subfcribed  to  the  Difpenfa-  ColJ^ofPhy- 
tory,  to  defiance  ;  and  have  and  do  recom-  vid.^  ?Cg 

mendPerfons  afluming  theDignity  of  Do&ors,  12*  *  *  ’  * 

without  ever  watering  their  Horfes  at  our 
Univerfities,  and  that  were  not  Members  of 
l  the  College  of  Phyficians,  to  pradtife  Phyfick 
in  London ,  contrary  to  the  Laws  and  Privile* 
ges  of  that  learned  Society  ;  who  have,  toge* 
ther  with  all  regularly  educated  Phyficians,  an 
undeniable  Authority,  by  Lawr,  not  only  to 
prefcribe,  but  alfo  to  adminifter  Medicines* 

And  theApothecaries  have  perfevered  in  thefe 
unjhftifiable  Proceedings  fo  long,  as  fuffi- 
Ciently  to  difcourage  our  Phyficians  that  come 
from  Oxford  or  Cambridge  from  entring  into 
the  College  of  Phyficians  at  London ,  left  they 
.  Ihould  be  thus  fupprefled  and  difcouraged  be¬ 
fore  they  are  known  :  till  in  procefs  of  Time, 
the  old  Members  of  the  College  Dying  off, 
and  the  Society  becoming  Thin  and  Poor,  ficiam 
there  was  a  Neceflity  to  fill  up  the  Vacancies.  raged. 

And  then  thofe  who  had  rather  favoured  the 
Apothecaries,  than  the  Difpenfatory,  being 
a  Majority,  introduced  Exotics ;  Gentlemen 
that  had  their  Education  or  taken  a  Degree 
in  Foreign  Univerfities,  as  Edinburgh ,  Ley¬ 
den,  Utretcht ,  or  Padua  (  as  they  chanced  in 
their  Travels  to  ride  thro5  it.)  And  it  is 
to  be  feared,  too  many  of  thefe  Foreign 
Gentlemen  (To  I  muff  call  them  )  to  gain  SomeVhy- 
Bufinefs,  fall  in  too  eafily  with  thefe  un-  ficiansrecom- 
'  worthy  Methods  of  the  Apothecaries,  and  mend*dfor 
prefcribe  at  large  to  gain  their  Recommendati- 

G  on ,  yies* 


The  ill  State  of  f  by fick 

on ;  and  can  find  no  fault  with  their  bad 
Medicines,  nor  with  their  exorbitant  Prices 
for  the  fame.  And  if  they  are  called  in 
after  an  Apothecary  hath  by  pernicious  Ap¬ 
plications  perhaps  diverted  a  favourable  Crifis, 
and  well  nigh  killed  the  Patient,  dare  not  but 
applaud  his  Proceedings:  and  (then  to  re¬ 
cover  what  the  other  had  loft,  and  enhanfe 
his  Bill  at  the  fame  Time,  to  make  amends 
inter  Scribendum  for  the  Favour  done  in  calling 
him  into  the  Family  )  fling  in  more  Juleps, 
Apozems,  Draughts,  Bolus’s,  Pills,  Powders, 
and  God  knows  what,  till  the  poor  Patient 
dyes  of  the  Do&or  at  laft !  Whereas  had  he 
had  Patience  indeed,  and  taken  no  Phyfick. 
from  his  intimate  Acquaintance  the  Apothe¬ 
cary,  before  he  had  applyed  himfelf  to  fome 
honeft  Phyfician ;  or,  had  placed  lefs  confi¬ 
dence  m  one  whom  his  Apothecary  recom¬ 
mended,  Nature  and  a  little  prudent  Nurfing 
might,  in  all  probability,  with  the  Affiftance 
of  a  very  Few,  Simple,  and  proper  Medi¬ 
cines  (nay,  perhaps  after  another  Manner, 
•without  any  Artificial  Affiftance  )  have  freed 
him  from  his  Diftemper. 


SECT.  XI. 
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N  D  here,  the  Phyficians  of  an  exotic 
±  4^  Education  are  not  indeed  the  only  Per- 
fons  to  be  condemned  in  this  Sort.  Too  too 
many  of  our  own  Growth,  either  thro’  Ava¬ 
rice,  and  becaufe  they  will  not  be  out  of  Play  , 
and,  more  out.  of  meer  Neceflity,  are  obliged 

to  crouch  thus  for  a  Piece  of  Bread. 
v  But 
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But  be  that  as  it  will :  this  Clan  of  Phy- 
ficians  that  ftrike  hands  thus  with  the  Apothe¬ 
caries,  are  the  only  Men  of  vogue,  and  run 
of  Bufinefs:  and  know  how  too,  to  make  their 
Market,  and  take  as  exorbitant  Fees,  as  the 
Apothecaries  can  Prices.  A  firft-rate  Man 
hath  a  Guinea  for  a  Chamber  or  CofFee-houfe 
Fee,  and  Two  fora  Vifit  :  one  of  the  Second 
Clafs,  a  Guinea  for  a  priming  Fee,  and  Half 
a  one  for  every  Viflt.  And  thus  between  the 
Fees  of  the  one,  and  the  Bills  of  the  other, 
*tis  well  if  a  confiderable  Tradefman  is  not 
well  nigh  undone,  tho’  they  fuffer  him  to  efcape 
with  his  Life,  out  of  a  tedious  Fit  of  Sick- 
nefs.  With  what  Indignation  muft  an  honeft 
Man  hear  his  Neighbour  complain  to  hisPhy- 
fician  of  the  unreafonablenefs  of  the  Apothe¬ 
caries  Bill,  and  the  other  Anfwer  with  an  Air 
of  Arrogance,  Sir  I  don’t  ufe  to  garble  Apo¬ 
thecaries  Bills.  And  another,  fharper,  advife 
an  extorting  Apothecary,  to  keep  up  the  Price 
of  Medicines,  or,  faith  he,  wefhall  do  nothing  ! 
And  what  a  Mortification  muft  it  be  to  a  mo- 
deft,  young  Phyfician,  that  can’t  in  Honour 
and  Confcience  write  fo  profufely,  and  will 
not  divide  his  Prefcriptions  into  abundance  of 
Forms,  and  impertinent  Varieties,  and  little 
Dofes,  ( to  augment  the  Apothecaries  Profit, 
rather  than  to  indulge  the  Patients  Palate  )  to 
be  tacitely  reprehended  by  the  Apothecaries 
flinging  in  a  Bottle  of  cordial  Drops,  or  a 
compofing  Draught ,  and  afterwards  be  told 
boldly  ,OSir, you  are  under  aMiftake !  You  mull 
fometimes  hold  a  Candle  to  the  D-  h  If 
you  expedt  to  make  much  on  t  in  this  Town » 
you  muft  not  refledt  upon  Tradefmen, 
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*  Thus  the  honeft  and  the  fair  pradtifing  Phy- 
ficians  are  decry’d,  and  brought  into  neglect 
by  all  the  Artifices  that  can  be  thought  on,  ac¬ 
cording  as  the  Temper  and  politick  Intereft, 
or  Pafiions  of  the  People,  that  their  under¬ 
mining  Antagonifts  are  tampering  with,  affords 
them  occafipn  5  Say  they.  This  Man’s  rafh,  and 
gives  the  naftieft  Medicines  5  that’s  an  old 
Nurfe  j  t’other  minds  nothing  but  his  Bottle  ; 
one  is  a  fcoundrel  Whig  ;  another  a  virulent 
Tory  j  when  perhaps  the  honeft  Man  they  are 
thus  circumventing  and  defaming,  is  neither  ; 
or  has  declared  neither  for  high  nor  low ,  nor 
any  Party  ;  But  becaufe  he  hath  Subfcribed 
to  the  Difpenfatory  $  or,  can’t  readily  come 
into  the  Mercenary  and  bafe  Meafures  of  a 
Set  of  fejf-interefted  and  naughty  Men. 

The  Art  if-  Indeed  the  generality  of  the  World,  is  in 

ces  of  cunning  Something  or  other  thus  impofed  upon.  Cun- 
Ifnayes,  njng  jvien  for  private  Lucre,  bandy  themfelves 
and  make  Parties  ;  and  then  invent  discrimi¬ 
nating  Appellations :  and  whofoever  hath  the 
Misfortune  to  fall  under  the  lafliof  their  petu¬ 
lant  Tongues,  and  to  be  ranged  in  the  Clafs 
of  obnoxious  Perfons,  that  is,  of  thofe  that 
do  not  or  cannot  favour  their  unworthy  De- 
Sgns,  and  unwarrantable  Pradfices,  muft  of 
neceffity  be  in  danger  of  Ruin  from  them  j  and 
being  placed  between  the  two  oppofite  and 
impetuous  Aggreffors,  he  can’t  avoid  Blows 
from  both.  Certainly  it  is  moft  inhuman  to 
affix  any  Chara&er  upon  a  Man,  that  may  ren¬ 
der  him  odious,  and  that  is  diftafteful  to  o- 
thers,  and  thereby  ftrip  him  of  his  Underftan- 
ding  and  Honour,  Religion  and  Confcience, 
Jais  PrpfefHon  and  Livelihood  J 
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•  Let  a  Man’s  private  Sentiments  be  what 
they  will,  and  perlonal  Infirmities  very  vifibie  $ 
he  may  be,  for  all  them,  a  good  Phyfician,and 
ought  to  enjoy,  as  free  as  Air,  the  common 
Privileges  of  his  Faculty, 


SECT.  XII. 

BU  T  fome  (  too  many)  of  our  graduate  Cur  regular 
Phyficians  from  Cambridge  and  Oxford ,  Phyficians  not 
find  it  otherwife,  to  their  great  detriment  and  ver/  wclJ irln7 
difcouragement.  For  as  foon  as  one  of  them  Phy°-~ 
emerges  in  London ,  and  that  before  he  hath  fidam,  &c. 
acquired  an  Acquaintance,  or  writ  fomething 
fufficient  to  recommend  him  to  common  Fame, 
and  whilft  he  is  in  fufpence  whether  it  is  for 
his  Advantage  to  adhere  to  the  Apothecaries, 
orforhisCreditandQuiet  ofConfcience  to  come 
into  the  Difpenfatory,  he  fhail  be  fummon’d 
by  the  Prefident  of  the  College,  to  give  an 
Account  of  his  Practice,  and  to  enter  into  the 
Society,  very  much  to  his  prejudice,  the  Pre- 
mifes  confidered  :  and  whilft  the  College  too, 
fuffer  Multitudes  of  unqualified,  and  unlicen- 
fed  Perfons  to  proceed  in  Practice  without  any 
Notice  taken  :  and  make  others  that  have  had 
no  regular  Education  Licentiates  ,  and  abun¬ 
dance  that  have  been  bred  in  foreign  Univerfi- 
ties.  Fellows j  and  confer  as  many  real  Privi¬ 
leges  upon  them  as  our  home-bred  Gentlemen 
can  have  by  becoming  Members  of  that  Society ; 
and  notwithftanding  the  worthy  Gentlemen 
thus  profecuted  have  a  Diploma  from  our  Uni-  Alufes  of 
verfities,  to  praftife  all  over  the  Kingdom,  in 
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every  Place,  and  to  do  every  thing  that  ap¬ 
pertains  to  Phylick,  &c. 

As  the  Matter  feems  to  ftand  at  prefent, 
a  Degree  in  one  of  our  Univerfities  is  only  a 
Difadvantage  C  as  faid  a  Gentleman  who  had 
juft  reafon  to  expoftulate  with  the  College  ) 
as  it  makes  a  Man  that  hath  it  the  Mark  of 
the  College,  whom  they  cou’d  not  (  or  per¬ 
haps  wou5d  not,)  take  notice  of,  if  he  had  not 
his  Degrees:  as  this  Cafe,  between  the  Char¬ 
ter  of  the  College  of  Phyficians  in  London , 
and  the  Univerfities  hath  been  ftated  and  fee 
forth :  and  alfo  as  it  renders  him  obnoxious 
to  the  Apothecaries,  if  he  will  keep  his  Inte¬ 
grity,  and  difcountenance  their  exorbitant 
Proceedings. 

Hence  it  is  that  fo  many  of  our  regular 
Phyficians  have  refufed  to  come  into  the  Col¬ 
lege.  For  is  it  not  intolerable,  that  Gentle¬ 
men  educated,  according  to  the  Laws  of  the 
Land,  in  our  own  Univerfities,  and  having 
expended  therein  1000/.  or  700/.  at  leaft, 
in  proceeding  thro5  the  Courfeof  their  Studies 
to  their  requifite  Degrees,  &c.  when  after¬ 
wards  they  come  out  thence  to  offer  their  Ser¬ 
vice  to  the  World,  and  by  their  honeft  Gains 
in  their  Profeflion  to  have  thefe  Charges  re¬ 
funded,  and  to  maintain  themfelves,  mu fapay 
as  dear  for  their  Incorporation  with  the  Col¬ 
lege  of  London  Phyficians,  and  to  obtain  the 
Privileges  to  practice  unmolefted,  as  Foreig¬ 
ners  do  :  and  have  one  of  them  (who  hath 
not  been  at  above  a  third  part  of  their  Expence, 
computing  both  his  titular  and  purchafed  De¬ 
gree  taken  abroad,  and  the  Charge  of  his 
Admittance  into  the  College  together )  pre- 
ferr’d  before  him  5  and  to  fee,  now  and  then 
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wealthy  Apothecary  or  Surgeon  get  to  be  an 
Archbifhop’s  Do&or,  and  God  knows  who 
admitted  amongft  them  upon  the  fam e  Level. 

What  can  be  the  Reafon  of  this  ?  Either 
the  Power  of  the  College  is  Defective,  or  not 
rightly  exerted  j  or,  there  is  a  great  Negleft 
of  the  Statutes,  that  are  as  Wife  and  Moral 
as  any  extant,  in  any  Society.  It  is  certain 
there  appears  among  the  Members  a  great  Di-  Vid.  §.  4,  $, 
vilion  (arifing  manifeftly  from  their  adhering  to  IO>  I2» 
the  Methods  pleafing  the  Apothecaries,  or  to 
the  Difpenfatory  )  and  this  produceth  Parties 
and  Partiality,  a  narrownefs  and  felf-Intereft, 
and  a  want  of  concern  for  the  Honour  and 
Benefit  of  the  Community,  and  of  the  Pro- 
feflion  in  general.  Inftead  of  this,  there  are 
Combinations  with  private  Views,  to  promote 
particular  Advantages :  fome  are  applauded, 
and  others  fupplanted,  according  as  they  reject 
or  come  into  particular  Meafures.  In  fhort, 
amongft  our  Phyficians,  a  difregard  of  the 
true  End  of  their  Inftitution,  viz.  The  Good 
and  Health  of  the  People,  feems  but  too  appa¬ 
rent,  as  well  as  great  want  of  Candor  one 
towards  another.  To  whom  I  would  only  add  Phyfick  is  a 
this  one  Confideration,  that,  as  the  Laws  precarious]?" : 
have  not  provided  for  the  Support  of  the  Pro-  feSTton* 
feffors  of  Phyfick,  as  they  have  for  thofe  of 
other  Profeffions,  by  Donations  and  lucrative 
Preferments,  and  their  Emoluments  are  preca¬ 
rious  ;  they  are  not  upon  a  national  Eftablifh- 
inent,  they  are  to  fuhfift  wholly  by  their  Skill, 
their  Induftry,  and  their  Reputation,  and 
good  will  of  the  People :  It  highly  behoves 
them  not  only  to  encourage  the  Improvement 
of  Knowledge,  but  likewife  to  be  tender  and 
cautious  of  bringing  their  Faculty  into  Con¬ 
tempt  :  and  I  muft  allure  them,  that  it  is  very 
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apparent,  that  whilft  they  purfue  every  one 
his  private  Gain,  and  as  Practice  is  now  car-* 
ried  on,  the  Poor  are  utterly  negledfed,  and 
the  Rich  intolerably  abufed :  and  neither  find 
any  true  Remedy,  but  from  the  Charitable 
and  Candid  (  tho’  much  difcouraged  )  Treat¬ 
ment  at  the  Difpenfatory.  And  if  the  Gen¬ 
tlemen  that  are  for  and  againft  it,  proceed 
much  longer  in  their  inteftine  Debates  and  A* 
nimofities,  it  will  be  an  addition  to  the  World’s 
Wonders,  if  Phyfick  fftou’d  flourifti  again  in 
this  Nation,  under  the  Preflure  of  all  thefe 
enormous  Abides !  For  if  the  College  can 
maintain  the  Power  they  claim  over  the 
Faculty  in  this  manner  (  and  I  may  fay  too, 
if  the  Privileges  thereof  are  thus  invaded  in 
every  corner  of  the  Nation  )  our  Univerfities 
are  rendered  ufelefs  with  regard  to  the  Art  of 
Phyfick,  if  they  cannot  effedtually  Authorize 
their  graduate  Phyficians. 

Had  the  great  and  learned  Traveller  Dr, 
ftbomas  Linacer  ( who  upon  his  return,  is 
faid  to  be  the  Reftorer  of  Learning  in  our  Na¬ 
tion  3  and  founded  two  publick  Ledfures  in 
Oxford ,  and  one  in  Cambridge ,  for  the  Advan¬ 
tage  of  the  Students  in  Phyfick )  forefeen 
thefe  Diforders,  he  never  wou’d  have  foun¬ 
ded  alfo  the  College  of  Phyficians  in  London , 
T'hat  the  Students  of  that  Vacuity  of  both  Uni- 
verfities ,  might  meet  the  more  conveniently 
together ,  to  confult  the  Advantage  (and  not  the 
Difgrace  and  Dcftrudfion  )  of  the  Profeffion. 

All  this  is  but  the  Confequence  of  artful 
Fadfion,  kept  up  by  Avarice  and  Ambition ; 
and  crafty  Apothecaries  amongft  our  Phyfici¬ 
ans,  greedily  profecuting,  as  I  juft  now  faid, 
particular  Advantages  and  felf-Intereft ;  neg- 
Jedting  the  publick  Good,  and  the  Reputation 
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of  the  Faculty  :  and  indeed  the  Health  of 
Mankind  $  yielding,  upon  thefe  fcores  to  the 
Apothecaries  ,  who  at  the  fame  Time  do  not 
Hick  to  fupplant  them,  and  are  become  their 
Competitors.  Thefe  Debates  are  wittily 
handled  by  Dr.  Garth  in  his  Poem  j  and  the 
Apothecaries  Cheats  expofed  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Brown's  Farce  called  the  Difpenfatory  ;  where 
he  introduceth  Trueman  with  this  generous 
Refolution, 
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1  ne'er  to  Flatt'ry  was ,  or  will  he  Slave. 

He  that  loves  T rnth^  is  generous  and  brave ; 

And [corns  the  IV ealthy  and  the  ‘Thriving  Knave . 

Thefe  indeed  are  worthy  Expreflions  in  the  And  many 
Mouth  of  the  Man  that  is  got  above  the  World  ;  honeft  Phy fid- 
hut  fhou’d  another,  who  has  no  means  of  Li-  ans  are  forced 
vingbut  by  it  and  in  it,  take  up  with  thefe  Sen-  ^withdraw 
timents,  and  ftick  by  them,  he  may  chanceto 
ftarve  for  his  honeft  Obftinacy.  His  Necefti- 
ties  will  be  ever  and  anon  infmuating,  that 
Truth  and  Plain-dealing  are  very  difobliging 
Things  ;  that  Honefty  is  an  ufual  Bar  to  Ho¬ 
nour  and  Preferment  ;  that  the  ftrongeft  Wing 
of  Merit  cannot  mount,  if  a  ftronger  Weight 
of  Malice  that  fliould  be  removed,  deprefs  it  ; 
that  there  is  nothing  to  be  got  by  being  good 
in  bad  Times,  much  lefs  by  daring  to  appear 
fo  that  things  are  gone  fo  far,  that  if  a  Man 
,  intends  to  gain  any  Pra&ice  in  this  Town 
i  (or  any  where  elfe  indeed)  he  muft  connive 
at  greater  Abufes  than  thefe,  if  any  fuch  can 
be  found  in  his  Proteffion,  and  he  muft  in 
Prudence  be  filent :  whilft  the  Emperick,  and 
prating  Apothecary  run  on  malicioufly  a- 
gainft  the  honeft  Phyfician,  adminifter  Medi¬ 
cines  ignorantly  :  and  the  more  ignorant  People 
*  H  (by 
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(  by  long  Cuftom,  and  for  want  of  better  In¬ 
formation,  are  brought  to )  love  to  have  it 
fo  ;  and  to  be  deluded  out  of  their  Lives,  and 
(  what  too  many  of  them  love  better  than  their 
Lives,  )  their  good  Money .  Nothing  can  pre¬ 
vail  upon  the  generality  of  them  to  fee,  in 
this  important  Cafe,  their  own  Advantage, 
tho’  in  moft  other  Matters  of  farlefs  Moment 
they  purlue  it  moft  dexteroufly :  they  refufe 
to  be  convinced  in  this  Point,  tho5  their  Lives 
lie  at  Stake  ;  tho5  the  moft  eminent  Hand 
would  heal  them  Gratis ,  yet  they  will  *  have 
recourfe  to,  rely  upon,  and  applaud  thefe  au¬ 
dacious  Quack-falvers :  and  prefently  conclude 
him  a  Partial,  felf-ended  Man,  that  unfolds 
thefe  My  fieri  es  of  Iniquity :  He  fees  very  plain¬ 
ly,  that  if  he  can’t  help  Speaking,  and  Ading 
confcientioufly  for  the  common  Good,  his 
Skill  and  good  Charader  (hail  be  traduced  on 
all  hands.  Thus  many  excellent,  modeft  Phy- 
ficians,  finding  there  is  no  way  for  them  to 
become  ufeful,  ferviceable  to  themfelves  and 
others,  and  celebrated  in  their  Profeffion, 
but  by  thefe  vile  Artifices,  think  it  better  to 
fit  down  negleded  ;  and  that  it  is  advifeable 
for  them  to  be  filent,  rather  than  to  exclaim 
againft  what  they  can’t  remedy ;  and  to  be 
content  to  want  a  great  Name,  and  great 
Bufinefs,  rather  than  attempt  the  Attainment 
of  it,  at  the  Expence  of  other  Peoples  Fame 
and  their  own  Quiet,  and  if  their  Confcience 
too  muft  go  to  rack  for  the  Purchafe  *  ;  that 
Profit  and  Advantage,  thatRefped  and  Re- 


*  Non  juvat  bonum  Nomen,  reclamante  Confci- 
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putation,  that  muft  be  obtained  in  the  World 
with  the  Lofs  of  Honefty,  and  a  good  Con- 
fcience,  is  not  worth  the  having. 


SECT.  XIII.  .  1| 

BUT  lay  fome  People,  the  old  Maxim  The  ill  con* 
(ars  nullos  habet  inimicos  prater  ignoran-  fequences  of  th? 
tes  )  allows  no  Men  of  good  Senfe  and  Litera-  Bijbops^  gran* 
ture  to  be  your  Adverfaries :  Indeed  if  this  Llcemcs> 
could  be  made  good,  it  wou'd  very  much  con¬ 
tribute  towards  a  Remedy  againft  thefe  grow¬ 
ing  Evils.  Have  not  our  Biihops  and  their 
Officials  a  Power,  (tho3  the  Legality  of  it, 
lincethe  Reformation  from  Popery,  is  queffio- 
ned  by  fome  of  their  Lordfhips )  and  do  they 
not  grant  Licences  to  fuch  great  numbers  of 
Gentlemen  that  are  bred  Abroad,  and  fettle 
fo  frequently  in  our  greateft  Cities  and  Towns, 
that  there  is  fcarce  room  for  a  regular  Phy- 
fician  from  one  of  our  own  Univerfities  to 
thruft  in  amongft  them?  and  to  abundance  of 
meer  Formalifts,  and  what  is  yet  worfe,  to 
many  illiterate  and  ignorant  Perfons  befides, 
and  that  without  due  Examination  and  necef- 
fary  Tryal  before  competent  Judges  ;  who 
ought  very  well  to  approve  every  one  that 
offers  himfelf  to  them  for  a  Qualification  to 
exercife  the  Faculty  of  Phyfick,  even  in  the 
moil  fervile  and  minuted  Part  thereof.  And 
it  is  notorious,  that  the  Officers  of  their 
Courts,  for  the  fake  of  Perquifites,  are  ready 
Solicitors  for  this  Tribe  of  Candidates  ;  and 
our  regularPhyficiansthemfelves'are  too  eafily 
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importuned  to  fign  Certificates  to  many  of 
thefe 'humble  Petitioners,  imagining  they  can’t 
hurt  them  ;  that  they  live  remote,  and  their 
Bufmefs  will  be  amongft  the  Poor  $  that  they 
oblige  feme  good  Patient  of  their  own,  that 
intreats  this  Favour  of  them  for  a  poor  Par- 
fon,  that  otherwife  hath  not  wherewithal  to 
Support  his  Family ;  or  that  another  Simple 
Fellow  may  do  good  in  a  few  Cafes,  (  or  in  o- 
ther  make  Work  for  them)  and  upon  fome  fuch 
like  flight  Confiderations,  help  the  lame  Dog 
over  the  Stile,  that  prefently  turns  again  and 
bites  them,  fupplants  their  Character,  as  well 
as  fupplies  their  Place ;  and  by  degrees  gets 
into  Favour  (  upon  an  Accidental  Cure  or  two 
made  upon  fome  poor  Perfon,  that  Nature 
perhaps  wou’d  have  relieved  without  their 
prepofterous  Help)  of  the  befl:  Gentlemen  in 
the  Country. 


SECT.  XIV. 

AND  this  neceflarily  leads  me,  in  the 
next  Place,  to  take  a  fliort  View  of  the 
7tcTinthe  J~  bad  State  of  Phyfick  there  alfo,  where  Quacks, 
Country.  and  meer  Formalifts  that  can  but  Copy  out 
a  Bill,  and  impudent,  illiterate  Fellows  not 
only  pra&ife  Phyfick,  but  meet  with  incredi¬ 
ble  Encouragement. 

But  the  Majority  of  the  People  (  of  the 
common  Sort  especially  )  , commonly  take  the 
vj/orft  Side  (  as  I  have  before  obferved  )  and 
give  Countenance  to  Knaves  and  Pretenders, 
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and  negledt  Men  of  Integrity  and  Knowledge, 
without  any  Reafon  for  it,  except  that  one, 
which  is  very  plain  and  natural,  viz.  that  they 
are  wifer  and  better  than  themfelves.  For  we 
are  apt  to  have  .great  Inclinations  to  every 
thing  which  refetnbles  us,  and  an  Averfion  to 
what  is  above  us. 

I  need  not  here  again  recite,  that  the  right 
and  judicious  Underftanding  of  the  Animal 
Oeconomy,  a  long  and  regular  Courfe  of  Stu¬ 
dy  and  Application,  together  with  abundance 
of  judicious  Inftrudlions,  and  Expence  of 
Money  as  well  as  Time;  and  after  all,  Expe¬ 
rience  too  to  apply  all  the  acquired  Faculties 
and  Science  of  Phyfick  aright,  is  neceflary  to 
the  Accomplifhment  of  a  Phyfician.  That 
the  Indications  curative  are  to  be  taken  from 
the  jEtiology  of  Difeafes,  and  the  Explana¬ 
tion  of  the  Caufes  of  Diftempers  (fo  far  as  it 
may  be  faid  to  be  demonftrative)  from  Ana¬ 
tomy.  But  whatever  Reafon,  Art,  and  the 
Laws  of  our  Country  can  advance  to  the  Dif- 
couragement  of  thofe  Perfons,  that  pretend 
to  rely  upon  other  Foundations,  efpecially  up¬ 
on  the  Indications  of  what  is  to  be  done  in 
Difeafes  from  the  Urine  only;  yet  thefe  Pifs- 
Pot  Dodtors  *  are  ftrangely  fought  to,  and 
incredibly  famous,  notwithftanding  the  Folly 
as  well  as  Uncertainty  of  their  Conclufions,  is 
fufficiently  apparent !  Bottles  of  Urine  are 
brought  20  or  30  Miles  to  one  of  thefe  Wa¬ 
ter-Callers  ;  and  he,  without  feeing  the  Pa¬ 
tient,  (fays  with  Dr.  Byfield ,  Prafens  vel  ab - 
fens  idem  eft )  tells  the  old  Women  all  their 


*  Clariflimus  Bellini  Divinatores  ex  fola  Urina- 
jrum  infpe£t;one  djcit  tjrinantes  inanes> 

Infir 

1  .  *  * 


PifsPot  Do¬ 
ctors. 


5  2  The  ill  State  of  Fhyfick 

Infirmities  and  Aches,  and  the  young  ones  ail 
their  Obftruttions  and  Sicknefs  $  and  for  the 
Price  of  a  fplendid  Shilling,  fends  them  his 
Orvietan,  and  infallible  Remedy  5  his  Pills, 
that  cure  all  Ills,  paft,  prefent,  and  to  come ! 
Another  will  do  as  much  for  a  Sixpenny  Fee ; 
a  third  will  give  a  large  Hodgepodge  for  3  d . 
For  which  they  all  deferve  the  Pillory,  as  in 
Quacks  for-  1382,  and  1550,  when  fuch  counterfeit  Phy- 
rneriy funifbed,  ficians  were,  if  our  Chronicles  may  be  de- 
4’  pended  upon,  fet  on  horfeback  with  their  Fa¬ 

ces  to  the  Horfe-tail,  the  Tail  in  their  Hands 
as  a  Bridle,  and  a  Whetftone  on  their  Breaft, 
and  fo  led  through  the  City  of  London ,  with 
ringing  of  Bafons,  and  banijhed.  Hence  the 
Proverb  of  old.  Not  fo  eafy  to  turn  a  crooked 
Body  freight ,  as  to  turn  a  Muftard  Quern  ;  nor 
one  Leap  out  of  a  Docket  *  maketh  a  Dofior. 
Yet  fuch  have  all  their  filly  Crowds  of  Admi¬ 
rers,  Abettors,  and  Followers,  who  run  after 
one  or  other  of  them  for  three  or  four  Mar¬ 
ket-days  fucceflively,  if  the  diftrefled  Patient 
lives  fo  long ;  and  if  he  is  not  recovered  in 
that  time,  they  do  (as  Dr.  Fuller  relates  of  the 
People  in  Chejhire )  make  him  a  Poflet,  and 
tye  an  Handkerchief  on  his  Head  ;  and  if  that 
will  not  mend  him,  then  God  be  merciful  to 
him. 

Here  too,  fufpended  Parfons,  idle  School- 
mafters,  Barber-Surgeons,  Sea-Surgeons  dif- 
carded,  broken  London  Apothecaries,  decre¬ 
pit  Mountebanks,  and  any  one  that  is  un¬ 
known,  and  hath  no  other  Means  of  Mainte¬ 
nance,  fet  up  for  prodigious  Dottors ;  and 
every  Sett  and  Party  have  one  peculiarly 


*  A  Manual^  or  little  Collection  of  Receipts, 
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qualified  for  themfelves.  Here  comes  one  re¬ 
commended  by  profligate  Immoralities  $  ano¬ 
ther  by  Poverty,  and  a  great  Heap  of  Chil¬ 
dren  y  a  third  lets  up  upon  a  Stock  of  little  or 
no  Learning,  and  much  Self-conceit ;  a  fourth 
upon  abundance  of  Ignorance,  and  want  of 
Bufmefs  in  the  greatefl:  Place  of  Buflnefs  in 
the  whole  World  ;  fome  upon  pretended  Cures 
in  the  unknown  Parts  of  it  j  and  others  again 
boafl  their  Travels  far  at  home,  and  pafs  for 
unborn  Do6tors,  celebrated  Corn-cutters,  and 
Wafhers  of  fat  Brains.  • 

But  to  leave  this  Tribe  of  Unaccountables  in 
their  provoking  Practices,  till  the  Hand  of  Pro¬ 
vidence  and  Juftice  brings  them  to  their  due  De- 
ferts :  fince  the  Mifchiefs  they  do  are  fo  flagrant,  The  Author 
that  our  Lawgivers  cannot  but  be  fenfible  ot 
them,  and  will  fure  e’re  long  revive  and  rein-  Cou^e  £  ll$ 
force  that  excellent  Statute  of  the  5th  of  Eliz.  Arguments ,  to 
and  extend  it  to  our  Faculty.  The  Intent  of  appeal  to  the 
which  was,  (as  is  before  intimated)  That  no  p^vs^tho* 
Perfons  fhould  take  upon  them  any  Art,  My-  th°™Zas  not 
ftery  or  Trade,  but  fuch  wherein  they  had  hlsfrjlDeJign. 
Skill  and  Knowledge  ;  according  to  that  Rule,  See  Beginning 
Quod  quifque  norit ,  in  hoc  fe  exerceat .  And  I  andEndofthis 

am  fure  it  is  not  ufual  for  skilful  and  modefl  YA 
Men,  to  pretend  to  Underftanding  in  any  Art 
or  Science,  before  they  have  attained  to  it  by 
an  affiduous  and  regular  Courfe  of  Study, 
and  a  practical  Habit.  There  are  fome  Dif- 
eafes  in  which  an  old  Nurfe  cannot  kill ;  and 
in  fuch  fome  of  thefe  fort  of  Doftors,  (as 
they  are  called)  and  our  daring  rural  Apothe¬ 
caries,  gain  amongft  the  Mobile  immortal 
Praifes.  There  are  other  Diftempers,  which 
the  bell  Phyfician  cannot  cure :  Cafes,  that  no 
Phyfician,  was  it  not  the  Duty  of  his  Calling, 
would  defire  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  ; 
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viz.  as  where  any  of  thefe  Pretenders  have 
been  dabbling  and  tampering  before  he  was 
called  in,  and  have  put  the  Patient  out  of  all 
Hopes ;  or  in  the  Confluent  Small-Pox,  Pur¬ 
ples,  Spotted  and  Malignant  Fevers,  Difeafes 
not  far  behind  the  Plague.  And  although  he 
does  all  that  he  ought,  as  a  Man  of  Know¬ 
ledge  and  Honefty,  yet  commonly  if  ('thro* 
their  former  male  Pra&ices,  or  the  Ungo- 
vernablenefs  of  the  Patient,  or  the  prevailing 
Humour  of  thofe  about  him)  he  does  not 
cure,  it  fliall  be  imputed  to  him  as  Miftake  or 
Ignorance,  Rafhnefs,  or  Want  of  requiflte  Cou¬ 
rage,  Inadvertency  or  Negledt :  He  fhall  be 
fpoken  againft  becaufe  he  can’t  do  Miracles, 
retrieve  what  others  have  loft,  or  ftay  the 
Omnipotent  Hand  of  God  himfelf.  But  he 
fhall  certainly  be  defamed,  if  in  all  his  Pro¬ 
ceedings  he  hath  not  favoured  the  Apotheca¬ 
ries,  hath  not  augmented  their  Bills*  nor 
skreened  their  Rafhnefs  and  daring  Errors. 
W dl !  fay  they,  this  Man  was  called  in  to  mend , 
but  (by  this,  by  that,  and  t’other)  hath  mar - 
red  all :  And ,  faith  Mr.  Mortar-fcraper,  (if  he 
doth  cure,  notwithftanding  he  labours  under 
all  thefe  Difficulties)  1  could  have  done  as  much 
my  felf  ;  or,  1  never  faw  in  all  my  Life  a  Man 
recovered  by  fuch  a  Ample  Method.  Whereas 
the  Simplenefs ,  as  well  as  Knavery,  is  in  the 
Wretch  himfelf ,  who  whilft  he  regards  his 
own  Advantage  onlyj  he  does  not  confider  at 
all,  that  the  moft  fimple  and  unmixed  Medi¬ 
cines  are  the  beft  Specificks,  and  will  do  Won¬ 
ders,  when  adminifter’d  by  a  judicious  Hand  5 
but  are  frequently  rendred  ufelefs,  if  not 
noxious,  by  being  confounded  in  an  hetero¬ 
geneous  Hotchpotch,  a  Mixture  contrived  ra¬ 
ther  to  give  him  an  Opportunity  to  enhanfe 
'  1  his 


in  Great  Britain. 

his  Bill,  than  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Patient. 
(I  can’t  avoid  the  Impertinence  of  Repetition 
frequently  upon  this  provoking  Occafion.) 
Nay,  and  rather  than  not  force  a  Trade,  he 
will  omit  the  moft  pertinent  Ingredient  in 
the  Phyfician’s  Bill,  and  fubftitute  another  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  own  Fancy,  or  Intereft,  or  Ma¬ 
lice  ;  ferving  him  as  one  did  the  Oracle,  when 
he  asked,  whether  the  Bird  that  he  held  in 
his  Hand  under  his  Cloak  was  alive  or  not  j 
being  refolved  beforehand  to  produce  it  dead , 
had  the  God  pronounced  it  alive.  And  the 
cunning  Shaver  goes  on  to  recommend  fuch 
a  Doctor  as  will  lerve  his  turn.  01  thafs  a 
fine  Man:  He  writes  well ;  that  is,  plentifully 
divides  Apozems  or  Juleps  into  little  Draughts, 
Electuaries  into  Bolus’s,  &c.  Writes  well  for 
the  Apothecary,  but  ill  for  the  poor  Patient, 
who  muft  pay  for  all.  And  it  is  ten  to  one, 
if  this  fine  Writer  is  not  like  the  Gunner,  that 
is  laid  often  to  / loot  well ,  tho’  quite  befide  the 
Mark. 

Hence  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  the  Tribe  of 
accurate  Formalifts  are  carelfed  by  the  Apo¬ 
thecaries,  becaufe  they  can’t  well  avoid  con¬ 
curring  with  them  in  all  their  vile  Practices, 
and  horrid  Impofitions  upon  the  Patient. 
They  prefcribe  plentifully,  and  can’t  well  do 
otherwife,  if  they  follow  the  Variety  of  Forms 
their  Authors  direCt  them  to  ;  as  if  the  Mul¬ 
tiplicity  rather  than  the  Matter  of  the  Medi¬ 
cine  made  it  effectual:  Neither  can  they  com¬ 
plain  of  the  Adulteration  or  Badnefs  of  their 
Medicines,  having  no  true  Knowledge  of 
them.  (Indeed  it  is  difficult  to  difcover  Me¬ 
dicines  when  mixed  throughly,  but  by  their 
miffing  in  their  ufual  EffeCts.)  Nor  dare  they 
correCt  their  extravagant  Bills  given  in  to 

I  their 
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their  Patients ;  for  then  they  muft  lofe  their 
Credit  with  them,  and  (hall  be  outed  as  faff  as 
they  were  introduced  into  any  Family.  For 
it  fo  falls  out  generally  upon  any  Indifpofition, 
that  the  Apothecaries  are  firft  apply5d  to  ;  and 
if  it  proceeds  fo  far  that  they  cannot  remedy 
it,  but  rather  render  it  dangerous,  then  they 
are  confulted  what  Phyfician  fhall  be  made  ufe 
of :  and  to  be  fure  an  honeft  one ,  who  dares  de¬ 
cry  and  difcountenance  thefe  their  Abufes, 
fhall  be  poftponed  to  thefe  intruding  Gentle¬ 
men  ;  or,  (I  am  afhamed  to  fpeak  it)  to  ano¬ 
ther  regular  Phyfician,  that  will  aft  fo  unwor¬ 
thily,  as  to  difparage  the  Faculty  by  thefe  bafe 
Compliances,  (who,  and  all  the  other  Tribe, 
are  but  as  mere  Stalking-Horfes  to  their 
Friends  the  fordid  Apothecaries,  galloping 
from  one  Extremity  of  a  County  to  another 
to  skreen  their  abufive  Praftices  ;  and  that  in 
extreme  Cafes  only ! )  Or  if  they  can’t  fup- 
plant  him,  (the  confcientious  Phyfician)  by 
Lies  and  crafty  Infinuations,  (as  hath  been 
more  than  once  remarked)  they  will  efteft  it, 
let  him  wratch  them  as  narrowly  as  he  can,  by 
making  up  his  Prefcriptions  falfe  ;  by  fome 
Snccedanewn ,  or  corrupt  Drug  or  other,  ren¬ 
dering  them  ineffeftual. 


SECT.  XV. 

Country  A-  JNdeed  it  is  difficult  for  many  Country  A- 
pathecarieskeep  JL  pothecanes  to  make  up  a  Bill  faithfully, 
hut  few,  and  having  but  very  few  Medicines  in  their  Shops  \ 
tb&fe  very  often  an(j  few  0p  them  know  how  to  make  Medi- 
bad  Medicines.  cine$  ancj  th0fe  that  they  have  are  frequently 

fophi- 
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fophifticated  to  their  Hands  by  the  Wholesale 
London  Apothecaries,  who  fell  them  to  the 
Druggifts;  and  the  Country  Apothecaries 
have  them  at  fecona-hand  from  them  too  com¬ 
monly,  as  hath  been  fhewed  :  or  if  they  make  Vid.  §.  5,  6f 
them  up  themfeives,  as  many  boaft  they  do,  7- 
yet  they  make  them  up  as  falfe  as  the  Londoners 
can  do.  And  if  an  honefl  Phyfician  (fufpeft-  And  ma^ 
ing  their  Veracity,  and  knowing  their  cheat-  extravagant 
ing  Craft)  contracts  his  Prefcription  into  a  nar-  Bills. 
row  Compafs,  abhorring  to  load  his  Patient  Vid.  §.8. 
with  Things  impertinent,  they  will,  for  that 
very  Reafon,  demand  the  more  extravagant 
Rates  for  their  vile  Compofitions ;  infinuating, 
that  the  Dodfor  wras  curious  in  the  Drugs, 
and  that  they  were  dear,  &c.  What  Man  of 
Senfe  and  Honefty  would  not  be  enraged  to 
fee  a  Country  Apothecary’s  Bill  run  up  to  3  /. 
in  a  few  Days,  when  it  can  be  demonftrated, 
that  all  the  Medicines  take'n  by  the  Patient 
were  not  wrorth  thrice  fo  many  Shillings: 

And  to  fee  another  take  i  s.  6d.  for  a  Febrile 
Julep,  as  he  called  it,  made  up  with  nothing 
more  than  Spring  Water  and  Sugar,  and  a 
few  Drops  of  Spirits  of  Vitriol :  The  whole, 
with  Glafs,  Cork  and  all,  not  worth  three 
Farthings! 

Had  Pliny  lived  in  thefe  Days,  and  amongft 
us,  his  Obfervation  *  would  have  been  invert¬ 
ed  ;  and  inftead  of  faying,  that  Thoufands  of 
Nations  lived  without  Phyficians,  but  none 
without'Medicines ;  he  would  have  wondered 
how  it  fhould  come  to  pafs,  that  in  a  King¬ 
dom,  a  learned  and  ingenious  People,  where 


*  Millia  Gentium  fine  Medicis  vivunt,  nec  tamen 
fine  Medicina.  _ _ 
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Phyficians  did  fo  abound,  there  fhould  be  no 
fafe,  true,  and  falutary  Medicines  and  Reme¬ 
dies  to  be  found  amongft  them  5  but  that  all 
was  corrupted,  and  dear,  and  Cheat,  both 
Medicines  and  Medicine-makers.  Omnia  pef- 
fum  cunt,  he  would  certainly  have  cry’d  out, 
and  pronounced  of  the  State  of  Phyfick  in 
England ,  as  Bernard  once  did  of  the  Church 
HoneJI  Phy -  Gf  B-cme,  viz.  Mali  ibt  proficiunt ,  boni  defici- 

^c^tard  rpro-  unt  1  Phyficians  hugely  profper,  but  good 
fper,  thro ’  the  ones  are  rarely  to  be  found ;  and  if  a  good 
Artifices  of  the  one  ffiould  attempt  a  Redrefs  of  thefe  Evils  by 
Apothecaries,  eredling  a  Difpenfatory  in  his  own  Houfe,  or 
by  keeping  a  CJofet  of  choice  AXedicines  (not 
to  be  had  genuine  and  uncorrupt,  if  at  all,  in 
fome  Apothecaries  Shops)  in  order  to  the  bet¬ 
ter  fecuring  of  the  Lives  of  his  Patients,  in 
difficult  Cafes,  that  might  otherwife  be  en¬ 
dangered  by  the  JJfe  of  adulterated  and  inef- 
fedlual  Preparations,  and  to  keep  up  that  little 
Reputation  that  he  may  have  acquired  ;  and 
altho5  he  giveth  away  his  Advice  and  Reme¬ 
dies  both  to  the  Poor,  yet  he  ftiall  be  treated 
by  Country  Apothecaries  worfe  than  the  Phy¬ 
ficians  in  London  can  be,  who  fubfcribe  to  the 
Difpenfatory :  They  will  combine  againft  hint 
in  fuch  fort,  that  nothing  but  the  Virulence 
of  their  own  Tongues  can  defeat  their  intend¬ 
ed  Mifchief.  And  it  is  not  to  be  imagined 
what  an  Xmpreflion  their  Artifices  have  upon 
many  unthinking  People  :  not  to  mention  the 
Arguments  of  their  Friends  and  Relations  in 
their  Behalf  ftoutly  perfifted  in,  ftipulating 
for  their  Credit.  Tho5  it  is  thought,  on  the 
contrary,  no  Crime,  but  commendable  in  them 
Country  A -  to  fet  up  for  Dodfors,  to  invade  the  Province, 
apothecaries  fet  profits;  and  Credit  of  a  Phyfician,  in  all  th£ 

Places  that  they  can  intrude  themfelves  into, 
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(as  is  before  obferved  ;)  or,  to  fupplant  him 
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by  introducing  any  forward  Formalift,  that 
knows  no  better,  (or,  if  he  does,  will  a&  no 
better)  than  to  comply  with  their  unjuftifiable 
Pra&ices. 

In  fome  of  the  Eaftern  Parts  of  England , 
and  in  fome  Counties  even  near  to  London ,  I 
know  Phyficians  that  keep  Difpenfatories  in 
their  own  Houfes,  very  advantageouily  both  to 
themfelves,  and  to  the  Vicinity.  But  in 
other  Parts,  a  few  difcerning  Perfons  may 
commend  a  Phyfician,  who  thus  lays  himfelf 
out  for  the  pubiick  Advantage,  but  encourage 
his  Enterprize  little  farther:  they  are  not 
eafily  led  out  of  their  old  Track  :  they  will 
fay  he  is  honeft,  and  at  the  fame  time  cenfure 
his  Politicks,  and  queflion  his  Underftanding. 

The  Rich,  that  give  him  his  Premium ,  will 
grudgingly  pay  him  little  more  than  primo 
Coft  for  his  Medicines  7  and  the  middle  Sort 
of  People  efteem  him  no  otherwife  than  as  an 
Apothecary,  thinking  he  hath  Gain  enough 
from  his  Medicines  (thosfold  for  no  more  than 
they  eoft)  without  giving  him  any  Fee  ;  and 
Handy-craftfmen  cannot  afford  to  give  Fees, 

(fuch  as  are  now  become  cuftomary)  ’tis  well 
if  they  can  pay  for  a  Medicine  ;  and  the  Poor 
expeft  both  Advice  and  Medicines  Gratis  •> 
and  too  many  Parifh-Officers  negledf  them  to 
Barbarity,  and  rather  let  fome  perifh  than 
pay  much  for  their  Cure.  Again  :  Very  few  'Ths-lgno- 
Country  People  will  be  perfuaded  to  go  thro’  r*™e  a”J  Cre- 
a  requifite  Courfe  of  Phyfick  :  they  run  to  the 
Do&or  when  they  think  they  fhall  be  dead  ; 
the  Difeafe  abating,  they  wait  for  Nature  to 
relieve  them,  till  Nature  is  fpent  ;  and  if  an 
honeft  Phyfician  would  interpofe  and  vifit 
tjjeift  as  frequently  as  the  Neceffity  of  their 

Cafe 
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Cafe  requires,  they  are  apt  to  think  him  im¬ 
pertinent,  or,  if  paid  accordingly  for  At¬ 
tendance,  a  dear,  extorting  Man ,  and  igno¬ 
rant  too,  if  after  all  he  chance  not  to  be  fuc- 
cefsful  j  and  the  Apothecary  and  Pifs-pot 
Dottor  to  be  preferred  before  him,  tho’  the 
Mifmanagement  lies  wholly  at  their  own  door* 
And  the  whole  Clan  of  Pretenders  to  Phyfick, 
and  the  Apothecaries  efpecially,  will  traduce 
him,  and  acquaint  all  their  Cuftomers  with 
this  Inftance  of  his  Ignorance  $  or,  he  killed 
fuch  a  one ,  as  fure  as  God’s  in  Glocefter :  and 
will  never  leave  off  to  vilify  and  oppofe  him, 
till  they  have  ruin'd  his  Charafter,  if  it  lies 
in  their  Power,  with  the  Vulgar  efpecially, 
who  are  the  major  Part  of  the  People. 

And  as  the  Gentry  commonly  employ  one 
or  other  of  thefe  Sort  of  Men,  when  they 
hear  them  fo  unanimoufly  fpeak  againft  him, 
they  too  are  very  apt  to  fufpeft  his  Judgment, 
and  to  b eJJoy  of  coming  under  his  Hands :  for 
no  other  Reafon,  but  becaufe  ^tom  (fuch  a 
one)  hath  been  their  Apothecary  for  many 
Years,  and  can  furely  judge  a  little  of  a  Phy- 
fician,  and  he  don’t  affeft  him$  or,  becaufe 
their  Friend  Efquire  (fuch  a  one)  did  not  ap¬ 
prove  his  Methods  5  or,  becaufe  he  is  of  this 
or  that  damn’d  Party  $  and  that  Blemifii  ge¬ 
nerally  affe&s  a  Man.  For  People  of  diffe- 
ThePreva-  rent  Parties  judge  and  condemn  one  another 
Unce  of  Party  rather  by  their  own  Tenets,  than  by  the 
Interefi.  Truth.  And  when  they  have,  by  any  of 
thefe  trite  Methods,  leffened  his  Credit,  they 
prefently  affume  a  Superiority  over  him  in  all 
Cafes,  and  fet  up  for  Cenfors  of  the  Perfor¬ 
mances  of  the  beft  Phyficians  that  may  appear 
amongft  them. 

* 
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SECT.  XVI. 

And  not  only  thefe  afluming  Apotheca-  Barher-Sur - 
ries,  but  Barber-Surgeons  are  made  ufe  geons  afpireu 
of  as  Phyficians  by  many  Perfons  even  of  the  be  eminent  Do- 
bed  Sort,  in  their  wifer  and  advanced  Years,  ors% 
and  that  in  all  Cafes.  Some  of  which,  whe¬ 
ther  they  underdand  or  not,  they  are  feen  to 
treat  in  a  very  rude  manner :  and  yet  their 
Patients  applaud  and  endure  j  imagining  fure- 
ly5  that  thefe  mercurial  Medicaders,  who  per¬ 
haps  relieved  their  juvenile  Difafters,  are  the 
bed  Judges  of  ail  their  other  Difeafes,  and  of 
their  phlegmatick  Conditutions,  broken  by 
old  Age  and  Luxury. 

Thus  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  thefe  Pretenders 
are  buoyed  up  and  the  far  greated  Numbers 
of  the  Sick  (not  only  in  the  Country,  but  al- 
fo  in  London)  are  ‘committed  to  the  Care  of 
ignorant,  audacious,  difqualified,  and  unlaw¬ 
ful  Intruders  into  the  Practice  of  Phyfick. 

And  thus  it  becomes  fcarce  poffible  for  an  ho¬ 
ned,  regular  Phyfician  to  do  any  good  to  his 
Patients,  or  to  himfelf,  and  to  retrieve  the 
Honour  of  the  Profeffion,  tho3  he  endeavour 
it  by  all  the  engaging  Methods  that  can  t)e 
thought  on.  How  fhall  a  confcientious,  mo- 
ded,  undefigning  Man,  who  cannot  comply 
with  thefe  unfair  Dealings,  thefe  wicked  and 
dangerous  Pradlices,  and  who  hath  nothing  to 
depend  upon  (after  he  hath  expended  his  Por¬ 
tion  in  his  Education  in  one  of  our  Univerfi-  §♦  4,  12.' 
ties)  but  his  Profeffion,  and  the  Candor,  I 
might  rather  fay  the  Perverfenefs  of  this  re¬ 
trograde  and  degenerate  Generation^  live  a- 
mongd  them  !  One  asked  fometime.  How  it 

was 
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was  that  in  Athens ,  fo  goodly  and  fo  great  a 
City,  there  were  no  Phyficians  ?  To  whom 
this  Anfwer  was  made,  Becaufe  there  are  no 
Rewards  appointed  for  them  that  pradtife  Phy- 
fick.  We  read  *  that  one  Cleon  too,  only  a 
Songfter,  had  a  Statue  at  tfhebes  kept  as  fa- 
cred,  when  Pindar  himfelf  had  none.  The 
like  Reafon  may  be  given  for  the  Poverty 
and  Negledfc  of  abundance  of  our  modern, 
worthy  Profefiors  of  that  Art.  For  tho5  they 
are  entituled  to  Refpedt  and  Rewards,  yet 
the  prefent,  prevailing  ill  Cuftoms  of  the 
Age  have  deprived  them  even  of  the  precari¬ 
ous  Ways  of  receiving  the  fame  j  and  the  on¬ 
ly  Relief  they  meet  with  is  this  common  Re¬ 
tort,  Si  Populus  vnlt —  If  People  will  be  im- 
pofed  upon,  let  them  1 

All  which  is  owing  to  a  general  Infenfibili- 
ty  j  whilft  not  a  Man  looks  upon  it  his  Duty, 
to  confider  and  know  what  he  is  about,  and 
how  important  and  valuable  a  thing  Health  is, 
and  the  Care  they  ought  to  take  in  the  Con- 
fervation  of  it :  But  all  love  to  go  on  in  the 
ftupid  Way  of  their  Forefathers,  or  the  Com¬ 
pany  they  are  in,  without  Reflection  ;  and 
chufe  to  join  in  the  Delulion  with  others,  ra¬ 
ther  than  believe  their  Senfes,  and  their  own 
Experience,  and  judge  for  themfelves j  whilft 
they  refolve  to  be  ignorant  of  what  they  fear 
at  the  fame  time,  and  of  the  Dangers  they 
expofe  themfelves  to  ;  and  fuffer  thofe  very 
Perfons  to  go  on  with  Impunity,  that  moft 
grofsly  impofe  upon  them.  And  who  dares 
correCt  them !  Their  Impudence  exceeds,  and 
is  got  beyond  all  reafonable  Reftraint :  And 


*  See  the  Story  Athcnasus. 
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where  Argument  and  Perfuafion,  founded 
upon  Truths  and  Fa<ft,  can't  reduce  Offenders, 
and  the  Deluded,  •  the  Law  ought  to  take 
place,  and  compel. 

• - In  vitium  Libert  as  excidit  &?  vkn 

Dignam  Lege  regi - 

For  my  own  part,  I  give  up  the  Caufe, 
doubting  there  is  no  Remedy,  no  Redrefs  of 
our  Grievances  to  be  obtained.  And  I  have 
not  looked  into  thefe  Irregularities  and  Mif- 
raanagements  to  expofe  the  Faculty.  Invitus 
ea  tanquam  vtilnera  attingo ,  fed  ntfi  tafia  tra- 
fiataque  fanari  non  pojfunt :  I  touch  upon  them 
unwillingly,  and  as  raw  Sores,  which  never- 
thelefs  cannot  be  healed,  except  they  are 
handled  and  probed  to  the  Bottom.  Though, 
after  all,  I  need  not  mince  the  matter.  It  is 
not  unbecoming,  but  praife-worthy,  to  repre^ 
hend  Perfons  that  will  not  amend  what  they 
are  confcious  is  a  Grime,  tho3  they  are  unwil¬ 
ling  to  acknowledge  it,  or  to  hear  of  it.  I 
ought  rather  to  conclude  with  a  Father  of  the 
Church,  (upon  another  Occafion)  c  *  Why 
c  fhould  I  be  afhamed  to  fpeak  of  thofe  things, 
c  that  they  are  not  afhamed  to  do?  If  they 
c  are  afhamed  to  hear  of  their  bad  A&ions,  let 
c  them  not  be  afhamed  to  reform  what  is  fo 
c  grievous  to  them  to  hear  of 3  and  let  them 
c  not  rail  when  they  are  reproved,  left  more 
c  of  their  Koguery  fhould  be  difeovered. 

Surely  there  is  not  an  Inftance  in  any  Na¬ 
tion  of  fuch  barefaced  Abufes,  fuch  Violence 


*  Quid  me  loqui  pudeat,  quod  illos  non  pudeat  fa- 
cere?  Si  pudeat  audire  quod  impudenter  egerant,  non 
pudeat  emendare  quod  libenter  non  audiant, 
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and  Difhonour  done  to  the  Faculty,  as  there 
is  in  this  !  There  is  no  Nation  under  the  Sun 
(that  is  civilized,  and  not  utterly  overrun 
with  Ignorance  and  Deluflon)  pern^ts  fo  ma^ 
ny  circumforaneous  Mountebanks,  Empirickr 
Apothecaries,  Surgeon-Barbers,  Pifs-pot  Do¬ 
lors,  or  Cafters  of  Waters,  as  they  are  caL 
led,  Nurfes,  and  filly  old  Women,  to  admi- 
nifter  Medicines,  and  to  deftroy  People  with- 
put  being  called  to  an  account  for  it,  as  Eng* 
land  doth! 

* 
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rA  Remedy  A  N.D  no  Remedy  againft  all  thefe  rett- 
agaitijl  thefe  J~\_  ted  Evils  feems  fo  feazible  and  promi- 
Epidemical  E-  fmg,  as  the  giving  due  Encouragement  to  our 
vilspropofed.  phyficians  that  are  bred  up  in  our  own  Aca- 
1  ‘  demies,  and  the  making  a  Law  to  punifh,  and 

effectually  to  reftrain  and  fupprefs  all  unquali¬ 
fied  Intruders  into  the  Faculty.  Plato  baniftiT 
ed  the  famous  Homer  from  his  imaginary  Com¬ 
monwealth.  *  And  if  this  divine  Philofopher 
would  not  fuffer  the  molt  celebrated  and  ex* 
cellent  Poets,  becaufe  they  might  corrupt  the 
Morals  of  the  People  with  their  lewd  Fictions, 

&c.  certainly  thofe  that  poifon  and  deftroy 
them,  whilft  they  pretend  to  heal  and  pre- 
ferve  them,  deferve  to  be  banifhed  alfo.  But 
an  honeft  Phyfician  placed  in  every  Markets 
Town,  or  in  a  Divifion  or  Hundred  of  a 
,  Qounty,  and  a  Difpenfatory  (where  Medi¬ 

cines  may  be  had  at  little  more  than  prime 
Coft)  kept  in  his  own  Houfe,  and  Infirmaries 

~  cr eft?  ■  I 


in  Great  Britain.  65 

€re&ed,muft  needs  be  hugely  ferviceable  to  all 
Sorts  of  People. 

But  then  his  Fees  fhould  be  moderated,  and  Vhyfclans 
reduced  from  that  extravagant  Pitch  to  which  f/gsJ^b/nd 
fome  now  advance  them :  and  alio  be  afcer-  tj,e  -pr\ce]  0f 
tained $  with  Allowances  for  riding  long  Jour-  (Bills  for)  Me- 
neys,  and  Night-Work.  And  the  Reafonable-  Heines  taxed, 
nefs  of  this  Propofal  is  evident ;  as  alfo  for 
that  of  retraining  the  Apothecaries,  from 
going  out  of  their  Shops,  and  pradtifmg ; 
fince  all  Means  of  making  them  jut  and  faith- 
ful,  and  of  moderating  the  Prices  of  their 
bad  Medicines,  have  hitherto  proved  ineffe¬ 
ctual.  What  Succefs  can  be  expected,  if  a 
pertinent  Bill  or  Prefcript  of  an  honet  Phy- 
lician  is  not  truly  made  up  ?  And  how  this  can 
be  done  (by  many  Country  Apothecaries 
efpecially)  the  Premifes  confidered  rightly,  I 
leave  any  judicious  and  impartial  Perfon  to  de¬ 
termine. 

To  the  popular  Objection,  If  Apothecaries,  Cbjecthm 
and  other  Perfons  that  now  practife  Phyfick,  a"Juere  • 
and  feil  Medicines,  were  to  be  fupprelfed,  and 
the  Price  of  their  Commodities  lowered  to  the 
Degrees  of  Profit  arifing  from  other  Goods, 
they  muff:  either  ftarve,  or  take  upon  them 
fome  other  ways  of  Maintenance ;  and  thus 
an  ufeful  Order  and  Community  of  Men  muff: 
fink,  and  be  loft  to  the  Commonwealth,  &c. 
it  is  anfwer’d,  It  is  but  juft  and  reafonable 
they  fhould  thus  fuffer,  rather  than  go  on  in 
their  mifehievous  Ways  of  enriching  them- 
felves,  at  the  Expence  and  Deftrucftion  of  the 
Eftates  and  Lives  of  the  reft.  Sully  tells  us, 

Jllud  quidem  natura  non  patitur ,  ut  aliorurn  fpo - 
liis  noftras  facilitates ,  copias,  opes  augeamus. 

And  to  the  fame  purpofe  fpeak  the  Rules  of 
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the  #  Civil  Law.  It  is  as  unnatural  and  un* 
lawful  to  fupport,  and  enrich  our  felves  by 
the  Spoils  and  open  Oppreflion  of  our  Neigh¬ 
bours,  as  by  our  own  private  Crimes  and  fe- 
cret  Villanies.  And  in  all  well  regulated  Go¬ 
vernments,  incorrigible  Delinquents,  and  all 
combined  Societies  that  are  found  dangerous 
and  detrimental  to  the  Good  and  Safety  of  the 
Whole,  have  been  always  cut  off  and  fuppref- 
fed  :  According  to  that  of  the  Poet, 

■ - Immedicabile  vulnus 

Enfe  reddendum  eft,  ne  Pars  fincera  trahatur. 

Neither  can  their  Redu&ion  to  their  wont¬ 
ed  Stations,  amongft  the  Grocers  and  Chand¬ 
lers,  be  fuch  a  mighty  Detriment  and  Dif- 
grace  to  them,  as  they  would  fain  infinuate  * 
fince  fuch  great  Numbers  of  them,  in  the 
Country  Towns  efpecially,  vend  greater  Quan¬ 
tities  of  Goods  in  the  Grocery,  Chandlers, 
and  Diftillers,  (or  rather  in  the  way  of  Gin- 
Shops,  as  is  the  modern  Term  for  the  Places 
where  they  fell  Drams  of  bafe  Spirits)  than 
they  do  in  the  way  of  Pharmacy ,  and  fo  they 
become  in  fome  meafure  ferviceable,  and  pro¬ 
mote  the  Trade  of  the  Nation.  Tho’  when 
they  go  out  of  their  way,  and  move  in  a  Sphere 
above  their  Capacity,  they  are  fo  far  from  do¬ 
ing  good3  that  they  do  incredible  Damage  j 
they,  not  only  defraud,  but  kill  Men. 

I  think  there  is  no  Man  of  right  Under- 
Handing  but  muft  hold  this  Maxim,  Saks  Po - 


*  Jure  naturas  asquum  eft,  neminem  cum  alterius 
tjetrimento  &  injuria  fieri  locupletiorem.  Nemo  ex 
ftio  deli&o  meliorem  fuam  conditionem  facere  poteft. 
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puli  fupretna  Lex  •>  That  the  fupreme  Law  of 
all  is  the  Safety  of  the  People  ;  and  that  all 
Government  was  ordained  by  the  Inflitution 
of  God,  for  the  Good  and  Security,  the 
Health  and  Happinefs  of  Mankind  ;  and  that 
Men  have  voluntarily  refolved  themfelves  in¬ 
to  Societies,  for  the  mutual  Prefervation  and 
Afliftance  of  one  another  :  Self-Prefervation 
being  the  primary  Aim  of  every  Individual  5 
and  fince  that  can’t  be  effefred  without  mu¬ 
tual  Afliftance,  it  is  natural  for  a  Man  to 
promife  to  others  thofe  Aids  and  Helps,  that 
he  would  expeft  from  them  on  the  like  oc- 
cafions.  Hence  arife  ail  the  Obligations  a 
Man  lays  himfelf  under,  when  he  enters  into 
a  Civil  Society.  Upon  this  Foot,  all  Corpo¬ 
rations  and  Societies  of  Tradefmen,  and  in¬ 
deed  for  the  Encouragement  of  Liberal  Sci¬ 
ences,  are  founded  ;  and  every  Man,  or  So¬ 
ciety  of  Men,  that  apparently  fubverts  the 
very  Ends  of  thofe  Compacts,  ought  not  on¬ 
ly  to  be  debarred  the  common  Privileges  of, 
but  alfo  to  be  expelled  the  faid  Society,  of 
which  he  is  become  fuch  an  unworthy  Mem¬ 
ber  ;  fo  as  inftead  of  ufing  his  utmoft  En¬ 
deavours  for  the  Prefervation  of  the  Life  and 
Health  of  his  Fellow-Citizens,  he  becomes 
inftrumental  in  their  Deftru&ion.  As  no  Man 
can  give  another  Power  to  kill  him  j  becaufe 
the  Confent  is  unnatural,  and  in  itfelf  null 
and  void  :  So  no  Community  or  People  can 
give  any  Perfons  Power  to  deftroy  them,  ei¬ 
ther  dire&ly,  or  by  confequence  ;  Becaufe 
their  becoming  a  Community  (or  a  Nation 
governed  by  Laws )  was  for  their  Preferva¬ 
tion  ;  and  it  is  prepofterous  that  the  Means 
fhould  be  deftrudtive  of  the  End.  But  how 
little  different  from  this  is  our  prefent  Cafe ; 

when 
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when  the  very  Order  of  Men,  who  are  infti* 
tuted  to  be  Confervators  of  our  Health,  (con- 
fequentially  at  leaft,)  and  the  Means  they 
pretend  to  ufe  in  order  thereto,  are  fo  egre- 
gioufly  corrupted,  as  too  frequently  to  be¬ 
come  our  Deftroyers  !  A  Man  may  give  me 
power  to  give  him  Phyfick,  but  not  Poi- 
fon. 

And  if  the  Faculty  of  Phyfick  is  by  fo 
many  illiterate,  bold,  and  dilhonefi:  Intruders 
into  that  (otherwife)  facred  Art,  fo  far  cor¬ 
rupted,  that  there  is  a  Neceflity  of  examining 
into  the  Abufes  thereof,  and  to  redtify  the 
fame,  in  order  to  the  Prefervation  of  the 
Health  and  Lives  of  the  People  $  and  confe- 
quently  that  the  Branches  of  it,  that  are  found 
not  only  ufelefs  but  pernicious,  fhould  be  dif- 
membred  ;  I  need  not  ask ;  every  one  muft 
readily  agree,  that  it  is  fafeft,  and  moft  for 
The  Nation  the  Advantage  of  the  Nation,  for  an  iilite- 
ha4  not  need ofy  rate,  inferior,  bafe  and  abufive  Set  of  Me- 
chanicks  to  be  laid  afide,  or  made  to  turn 
their  Hands  to  other  Occupations,  to  which 
they  are  better  adapted  ;  than  for  a  learned, 
noble,  neceflary  Liberal  Science  to  be  neglect¬ 
ed,  difcouraged  and  rendred  ufelefs,  in  this 
trading,  potent  and  flourifhing  Kingdom,  and 
(as  we  afFedl  to  be  accounted)  this  wife  and 
learned  Nation.  In  fhort,  after  ail  that  hath 
been  faid,  I  need  not  go  about  to  prove,  ( it 
is  felf-evident)  that  the  abufed  Art  of  the  A- 
pothecaries  is  not  neceflary  $  that  we  can  do 
much  better  without  them,  and  they  much 
better  (not  fo  much  Mifchief)  by  laying  a- 
fide  that0  -and  purfuing  fome  other  ways  of 
Livelihood  :  but  that  the  Science  of  the  Phy- 
ficians  is  abfolutely  neceflarv  $  we  cannot  do 

with- 
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without  them,  nor  well  without  their  Faculty 
is  better  regulated,  and  more  encouraged. 

But  the  Cafe  ftands  now  quite  otherways  :  Our  World 
We  fee  the  reverfe  of  all  this  amongft  us.  is  turned upjide 
J?erverfe  Cuftom  prevails,  and  turns  all  things  .7™^ 
topfy-turvy.  Truth  faileth  ;  and  he  that  de-  i  "judgment*-, 
parteth  from  Evil,  maketh  himfelf  a  Prey  j  Ifa.  iix.  15, 
as  faid  the  Prophet :  There  w'as  no  Judg-  &c* 
ment.  We  don't  judge  of  Men  and  Things 
according  to  the  Meafures  that  Nature  and 
right  Reafon  didate  to  us  ;  but  fuffer  our- 
felves  to  be  impofed  upon  in  every  thing  ; 
and  our  Paffions  and  Intereft  prevail  in  all 
our  Deportment.  We  don't  efteem  ourfelves 
for  thofe  Accomplifhments,  which  fuperior 
Beings  think  valuable  :  Virtue,  Integrity, 
and  Knowledge  are  of  fmall  account.  As 
few  Men  fquare  their  Adions  by  thefe  Rules, 
fo  they  don’t  ufe  to  call  them  into  their  Bal- 
lance  3  but  every  one  is  apt  to  meafure  his 
Underftanding  by  the  Extent  of  his  Acres, 
and  his  Goodnefs  by  the  Length  of  his  Purfe, 
or  the  Party  he  efpoufeth  3  To  think  no  Man 
happy,  that  is  not  rich  3  and  he  that  is,  (let 
him  acquire  his  Wealth  how  he  will)  the 
only  Man  to  be  regarded  3  and  that  none 
are  wife,  who  do  not  think,  and  fay,  and  do 
at  this  rate. 

And  if  a  Man  emerges,  once  in  an  Age,  Reformers 
who  has  the  Confcience  and  Courage  to  de-  are  generally 
ted  and  decry  thefe  fatal ,  tho’  fafhionable  Subject  of 
Errors,  and  the  Guilty  begin  (with  Deme- 
trius )  to  fear  that  their  wicked  Craft  lhall  be  ,  ie-  and  per.- 
brought  to  nought,  5tis  natural  for  them  to  fecuted. 
hate  him,  and  persecute  him  to  the  utmoft 
of  their  Powder,  and  to  prepoffefs  Mens  Minds 
with  groundlefs  Suggeftions  againft  him,  and 
to  fecure  their  AfFedion§  to  themfelves  3  that 
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they  may  be  fure  to  begin  to  hate  him,  be¬ 
fore  they  know  him  and  his  worthy  Propo- 
fals ,  for  fear  that  by  knowing  them,  they 
ihould  be  conftrained  to  fail  in  with  them,  or 
at  leaft  they  fhould  not  be  able  to  find  how  to 
condemn  him. 

But  let  me  not  digrefs.  5Tis  to  be  fear¬ 
ed,  Arguments  will  prevail  but  little  on  this 
occafion.  Nothing  but  the  Legiflative  Au¬ 
thority  can  redrefs  this  great  and  prevailing 
Evil  :  And  it  repenteth  me,  that  I  had  not 
addreffed  fome  worthy  Member  of  it,  who 
might  have  introduced  thefe  affe&ing  Com¬ 
plaints  into  the  Auguft  Affembly  in  which 
that  is  lodged,  in  fuch  fort  as  might  have 
entituled  them  to  a  favourable  Audience. 
But  as  I  had  laid  no  Scheme,  had  nothing 
in  view  but  to  lay  open  the  Truth  and  Mat¬ 
ters  of  Fa<ft,  which  I  thought  would  fup- 
port  themfelves  5  fo  confequently  I  did  not 
know,  or  at  leaft  did  not  at  the  beginning 
of  my  Difcourfe  rightly  confider,  whither 
it  might  tend ,  nor  what  Confequences  and 
Conclufions  might  be  inferr’d  from  it.  But 
not  to  trouble  my  Reader  with  apologetic 
Impertinence:  If  the  Author  of  thefe  Sheets, 
and  his  Methods  to  remedy  thefe  dange¬ 
rous  Mifchiefs ,  are  thought  frivolous  and 
infufiicient,  it  is  high  Time  for  the  Wifdom 
of  the  Nation  to  concert  better.  And  it  is 
to  be  hoped,  that  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain  will  e5re  long  do  our  Univerfities 
juftice  ;  fince  there  is  no  Nation  befides, 
(as  a  worthy  Gentleman  hath  remarked,) 
where  the  Profeflbrs  of  its  Univerfities  have 
not  the  Liberty  of  exercifing  their  Profefiion 
in  any  Part  thereof,  without;  fuch  Interruption 
ai>d  unheard-of  Violence  offered  to  their  Per- 
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Ions  and  Charafters.  And  furely  Stupidity 
and  Ignorance,  and  a  Difregard  to  all  Litera- 
ture  and  religious  Education,  is  not  fo  predo¬ 
minant,  nor  the  Concern  for  the  Health  and 
Safety  of  the  People  fo  cold  and  indifferent, 
that  the  Reprefentative  Body  of  our  own  Na¬ 
tion  will  think  our  Peoples  Lives  of  lefs 
Value  than  thofe  of  other  Regions,  or  our 
own  Univerfities  the  leaft  confiderable  in  Eu¬ 
rope. 

And  when  the  People  are  undeceived  by 
this  interpofing  Authority,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
thefe  Diforders  will  be  at  an  end  :  Thefe  irre¬ 
gular  Intruders,  and  unqualified  Invaders  of 
this  noble,  learned  and  neceffary  Science  will 
be  fupprefled,  and  all  due  Encouragement  af¬ 
forded  to  our  regular  Phyficians,  who  juftly 
(  and  that  for  the  Good  and  Advantage  of  the 
Nation  in  general,  as  well  as  for  their  own 
juft  Dues  and  private  Emolument  and  Subfi- 
ftence  )  claim  a  Redrefs  of  thefe  Grievances  : 

Since  all  Orders  of  Men  exped  to  have  ju- 
ftice  done  their  Charaders,  Rights  and  In-' 
terefts,  from  the  End  and  Defign  of  their 
Inftitution,  and  from  a  general  Account  of 
their  Condud  ,  and  not  from  the  ill  Manage¬ 
ment  of  a  few,  or  the  Introdudion  of  fome 
irregular  Cuftoms,  which  they  could  not  fore- 
fee,  and  cannot  yet  prevent. 
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Difipenfatories  and  infirmaries  recommended ,  35 

SECT.  X.  ^ 

*fhe  Apothecaries  ahufie  the  College  of  Phyfici- 
ans ,  &c.  39 
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Phyficians  that  ftrike  hands  with  the  Apotheca - 
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